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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The packet ship North America arrived at New 
York on February 24, from Liverpool on January 8th. 

he Hibernia packet arrived on the 26th at the same 
port having Jeft Liverpool on January 13th. On the 
22d inst. the British steamer Clyde, Lieut. Woodruff, 
R. N. commander, arrived at Charleston, from Gra- 
nada, Nassau, Savannah, &ec. The steamer Dee had 
srrived at Granada with Liverpool dates to January 
16 which the Clyde brought on. On the 27th the 

lyde arrived at New York and proceeded on the 
2cth to Halifax to return thence via New York and 
Charleston to Havana. ‘The steamer Caledonia, which 
was to have left England on the 4th February, had 
not arrived at Halifax on the 25th. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Intelligence of the taklng of Amoy had reached 
London on the 6th of January, and was published ex- 
clusively in the Times of thatday. With it came 
information of the loss of the Madagascar steamshi 
—a very brief statement, contained in aletter to Jar- 
cine Matheson & Co. or the seniors uaval officer at 
Ilong-Kong. Captain Dicey, of the Madagascar, 
Captain Gratta’ . of the royal Irish, ten other gentle-: 








fection of Michigan, Mississippi, Tlinois and Indiana 
is the ready answer to any proposition for giving new 
credit to the states.” 

The accounts received from the Niger expedition 
continued to be of the most melancholy character. 
The mortality and disease on board the Albert were 
so great that little hope remained of her attempt to 
ascend the Niger being persevered in, and the 
Wilberforce had returned, abandoning the voyage 
up the Tchadda. She had followed the Soudan to 
Fernando Po. From that place the Soudan had been | 
sent to follow the Albert, and render assistance in 
case of need. 

Letters from Constantinople of Dee. 16th say that 
the porte has definitively expressed its determination 
not to grant the firman demanded on the part of the 
British government for the establishment ef a Protes- 
tant church at Jerusalem. 

The Hibernia brought out one hundred and twenty- 
three passengers, most of whom are farmers and 
their familics, and provided, it is said, with means 
to establish themselves comfortably in the western 
world. ; 

Mr. Johnson, a passenger in the Clyde, in conver- 
sation with the harbor-master at Nassau, understood 
that the sixteen murderers, who were on board the 
brig Creole, were still in confinement at that place 
waiting the decision of the British and American go- 
vernments, as to their ultiinate disposal. 

The United States government, it is stated, have 
decided that there will be no objections to the mail 
steamers taking passengers from and to the various 
American ports, as they carry no goods, or mnerchan- 
dise, or freight. 

|The Courier then gives anumber of extracts from 
commercial letters showing the condition of the cot- 
ton market, from which we copy the following.] 

“Liverpool, January 13. Since your departure on 
the 4th instant, or cotton market has resented no 





men, and thirty Lascars, had landed from the wreck, 
and were believed to be prisoners in the hands of the | 
Chinese. 

The Ictters from Amoy say that the British got | 
very Nittle plunder—not more than 4,000 or 5,000! 
dollars. The ships were to sail for Chusan on the! 
oth of September, and winter there, the season being | 
being too far advanced for further operations north- 
ward. 

The queen has granted a portion of the Canton 
ransom to the troops employed in the attack on that | 


city; the shares of colonels will be £900 each, of | adequate to what may be required. 


licutenant colonels £720, of majors £530, of captains 
£216, and of lieutenants €144. Officers of the navy 
sharing according to their relative rank, with those 
of the army. 

The advices from Afghanistan were unsatisfactory. 
The Anglo-Indian forces in that rezion had been de- 
feated in a battle with the mountain Ghilzies, with a 
very considerable loss of life. 

The king of Durmah, Tharawaddie, had arrived at 
Rangoon, attended by a large body of troops and a 
multitude of his subjects. Suspicion had existed as 
to the motive of this visit, and the zovernor gencral 
of India had taken care to assemble a considerable 


particular change. The demand has been regular 
and willingly met by the old cottons and by the 
recent arrivals; for cotton is offered as landed, and 
sold at the best price it will bring; and to day I have 
secn new Uplands from Charleston, fully good fair, 
sold at 53, which the importer adiaitted cost him 63, 
to 6!. We are now receiving accounts of the pro- 
duction of the United States being likely to fall short 
of previous calculations; but I entirely disregard any 
prebable diminution, because the trade in this coun- 
try is much depressed. ‘The supply of cotton will be 
I will not take 
any risk contingent on a short crop; besides, the quali- 
ty is represented to be inferior, which enforces the 
necessity of attending strictly to the Liverpool de- 
finition of fair quality—good qualities may maintain 
their prices, whilst the lower will be interfered with 
by Surats, of which the stock in the kingdom is 
£20,000. 275,000 are known to be shipped for this 
country, and will be here during the next threc 
months.” 

“Liverpool, January 15. We much regret that the 


on 
on Congou and Twankay: in all, 11.600 were sold. 
Congou is now worth Is. 10'd. per Ib. 

London, Jannary 11. 3 per cent. consols 861; con 
sols for account, 88!; 3 per cent. Reduced, 59} 5; 
33 cent. Reduced, 993 long annuities 12 9-16 5; ex- 
chequer bills 2}d. 18 20 prem; bank stock, 1663 67}, 
India stock, 245 47. 

LATER. 


The Roscius, Capt. Collis«. sailed from Liverpoel, 
the 15th, and the i wndrick Hudson, Capt. “4 

from Portsmouth, the 19th JanuadFy. Capt. Mor -= 
brings papers up to the evening of the 17th, four days 
later than the Hibernia. 

Captain Morgan has crossed the Atlantic ocean. 
106 times, and in all that time, never saw such bad 
weather as he experienced from the 6th to 14th of 
February. . 

The king of Prussia’s present to his godson, the 
prince of Wales, according to the on dits in the first 
circles at Berlin will be a splendid royal mantle, line 
ed with ermine, decorated with the star of the order 
of the black eagle, formed of brilliants and other 
jewels of the first water. 

The meeting of parliament was fixed for the 3rd 
of February. 

Heavy falls of snow are not usual in the neighbor- 
hood of London; but they had one there on the 13th 
of January, which lasted six or seven hours. Out of 
the metropolis the snow lay ten inches deep, and 
where there were drifis the travelling was much im- 
peded. 

The Columbia, which reached Liverpool on the 
15th, carried out accounts of the Creole case, with 
the debate in the senate thereupon; the corres 
dence between Gotcrnor Yell, (same dary to be heard 
of, says the Times, in connexion with hue and ery), 
and Messrs. Holford & Co.; the message of the go- 
vernor of Indiana, with the repudiation resolutions 
of different public meetings in that state, all of which 
are freely commented upon in the Times of the 17th. 
The article winds up in the following strain: 

Summary work, this, with creditors and public of 
ficers; but the piper will be paid, gentlemen, and if the 
states of Mississippi, Arkansas and Indiana, are not 
very well inclined to pay him, so somebocy rather 
more “innocent” must. And so we suppose, when 
all the commercial houses, banks and individual states 
of America have become bankrupt, it will then be 
the turn of congress. Mezntime, things go on mer 
rily enough; Texas shall be incorporated, and the Fle 
rida Indians suddued, anJ the Canadian barns 
and the navy increased, and England fought with; 
“who's afraid?” say Messrs. Upshur and Sterensen. 

The latest accounts from Madrid are of the ni 
of the Gth. At that time, M. Salvandy had prepared 
and fully intended to set out on the following 
Communications between | im and M. Gonzalis haw 
ing led to nothing satisfactory. Could M. Salvandy 
have waited till the 12th, the Spanish govermment 
would have received the despatches whieh left Paris 
on the Sth, and in which Lord Aberdeen joins Legis 





state of our markets is so unfavorable; there was a 
fall last week in prices of new American cotton of 
!d per pound, and the market is still drooping. A 





feree at Rangoon, with several steam frigates; but, 


so far nothing of a hostile nature had transpired, and 
the better opinion seemed to be that Tharawaddie’s 
object was only to amuse himself with a change of 
scene. 

The British government had interposed to adjust 
the quarrel of etiquette between France and Spain. 
The Times scems 4o be of opinion that the regent 
Espartero had not the right side in this quarrel. 

The elections in the Spanish chamber of deputies 
had resulted im a complete’triumph for the ministry. 

Lord Ashburton was to embark for New York, on 

oard a steam frigate, on or about the 24th of Janua- 
ry. His stay in the United States was expected to 
be very brief. 

Mr. Everett the American minister, left London 
on the Sth of January on a visit to Lord Ashburton. 
_ The various committees in the French chamber of 
ceputies were pushing their investigations, prepara- 
tory to the drawing up of the address in answer to 
the king’s speech. In the formation of the commit- 
tees the ministerial candidates, almost without ex- 
ception, had been elected. 

_. Loans lo Western States. The Morning Post, under 

its “money article," discusses the indebtedness of the 

American states, and sets forth roundly “that the de- 
Vou. XiL—Sia. 1. 


sale was made to-day of 500 bales which was con- 
sidered one of the lowest ever made, except some in 
1829. We quote Uplands, ordinary 4}, fair 53, good 
G3. It isa bad sign that, notwithstanding your ac- 
counts from your side of the inferior quality of your 
crop, the prices of good cotton are comparatively 
low, as this is generally the sign of a bad trade.” 


Our cotton market continues very dull. Supplies 
of wheat are not very extensive, but in the uncertain- 
ty existing as to any alteration in the cora laws, mil- 
lers and dealers buy only for pressing wants, and 
prices are again rather lower. From the same cause, 
flour is in limited demand, and prices difficult to 
quote: probably 30s. might be obtained for American 
in bond, were holders disposed to realize. The 
present duty on wheat is 24s. 8d. per qr. ando flour 
l4s- 10s. per barrel. Drugs unaltered. 

The arrival of the overland mail, with dates from 
Canton to 10th October caused a great dullness in 
our tea market, and prices immediately declined 4d 
per Ib. In company's Congou, a few sales were made 
at Is. 95d. but in free trade, very little was done.— 
On the 13th instant, 21,700 packages were offered at 
auction; the sales opened by holders giving strong 
support, when prices fully received the decline above 





noted, and they closed yesterday at an adyauce of 3d. 


| Phillippe in pressing the regent to yield. But, ie or 
| der to act upon these, they must send couriers affier 
| M. Salvandy—this is, if Es partero yields. 

Bayonne, Jan. 12. Mr. Salvandy arrived here thie 
morning at half pest 5 o'clock. He left Vietorie 
yesterday morning, dined at Tolosa, and travelled off 
night. On arriving at the hotel de commerce he felt 
so exhausted by fatigue und indisposition, tet te 
was obliged to betake himself toed. 1t is said Geet 
he starts for Paris at an early hour to-morrow seer 
ing. He receives the visits of the authorities, Re. ot 
rather a late hour this afternoon. 

Private accounts from Constantinople, doted the 
27th ult. state that M.de Bonrguency, the Preach 
minister, presented his credentials to the evltes os 
that day. His excellency, accompanied by Peres 
Billing, the attaches of the legation, and the efijeers: 
of the brig Bougainville, and the two steamers (ene 
leon and Minos, was conducted to the ieperre! sedi} 
ence with the usual ceremony. M. de be rom 9 
was reccived with marks of the highest @isteseties 
by the sultan, who expressed a hope thet (he freee 
ship and good harmony which his predeeeees he 
ever studied to maintain with France weelt gee Ww 
disturbed during his reign. 

The Austrial admiral, Baudiera, was te leew fe 
Smyrna on the 28th, and on the next day fhe 7 eee 
leon was to sail for Alexundria, with Deree © ~~. 
the new consul general of France in Egypt, oe © 
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Ali effendi and Akif effendi, who had been appoint- 
ed, the first minister plenipotentiary in London, and 


the other in Vienna, have taken leave of the sultan, 
and were to set out after the Kourban Bairam. 
FRANCE. 


The National contains an account of a fight be- 
tween two regiments of the garrison of Paris. The 
combatants were about 2,000 in number and were 
armed mostly with sabres, but some with bludgeons. 
Several were severely wounded but none killed.— 
Some four hundred students attempted a demonstra- 
tion on the liberation of the Abbe de Lammenais.— 
They marched through the streets with shouts of 
‘Down with Guizot,’ ‘Down with the peers,’ ‘long 
live Lammenais,’ but were soon dispersed by the 
municipal guard. La Presse says that the coolness 
which had arisen between France and Russia was 
subsiding. 

__M. de Bountneiff had arrived at Paris from St. Pe- 
tersburg, charged with the establishment of more 
friendly relation between the two governments.— 
General de Rumigny, who was sent to replace Gen. 
Bugeaud in the government of Algeria was soon to 
return as the latter refused to return unless he should 
receive a formal order to that effect from the minis- 
ter of war. The public discussion on the reply to 
the king’s speech was not to commence before the 


SPAIN. 

Nothing has been decided as to the quarrel be- 
‘tween the French minister and the Spanish cabinet. 
M. Salvandy insists on presenting his credentials to 
the queen instead of the regent. It is expected he 
will soon address his ultimatum to the government, 
and set out for Paris, leaving a charge d’affairs at 


Madrid. 
TEXAS. 

The New Orleans Picayune of the 20th ult. ac- 
knowledges the receipt of late Galveston papers, 
from which the following items are obtained: 

Congress adjourned on the 5th inst. The Galves- 
ton Civilian states that that body, after having ma- 
turely considered the subject, deemed it unadvisable 
to take measures for the invasion of Mexico at this 
time, and left the navy, under the law of 1840, at the 
disposition of the president. 

Gen. Hamilton’s proposition was declined, and, al- 
though his mission has terminated, no report of his 
action under it has been submitted. Some money 
was obtained, but the precise amount, or upon what 
terms, have never been made public. He designs 
making a statement through the public prints. 


Twenty thousand dollars have been placed at the 
disposition of the executive for the defence of the 
frontier. 

The bill for the removal of the seat of government 
was lost in the house by a vote of 23 yeas to 16 nays. 

Congress had passed a resolution extending the 
limits of Texas from the mouth of the Rio Grande 
to the Pacific Ocean, and along the coast fifteen miles 
in the sea, to the Oregon territory, so as to include 
the Californias in the territory of the republic. 

Dr. Ashbel Smith has been appointed minister to 
France; W. H. Dangerfield, secretary of the treasury; 
P. Edmunds, consul at New Orleans; Henrj Castro, 
consul general to France; William Kennedy, consul 
general to Great Britain, 

The new exchequer money is selling at a premium 
of 3 per cent. 

The bill providing for funding the old liabilies of 
the government had been vetoed by the president, 
and his veto was sustained by congress. 














SANTA FE PRISONERS. 





NARRATIVE OF FRANKLIN COMBS. 

The expedition after about ten weeks march, 
through a country infested by Indians, arrived at the 
Palo Duro, where being straightened for food, and 
having previously sent their guides in advance, it was 
determined to despatch about a third of the armed 
force, and two of the commissioners to procure pro- 
visions and prepare the way for the entrance of the 
expedition into the province of Santa Fe. The im- 
pression at the time was that the expedition had 
reached within 90 miles of Santa Fe, in consequence 
of which belief the advanced division took with them 
only three daysrations. Co]. Cooke and Dr. Brenham 
were the commissioners accompanying the advance 
and Capt. Sutton commanded the armed escort. The 
remainder of the forces were left at the Palo Duro 
under the command of Gen. McLeod, surrounded b 
a vast number of Indians, who were continually har- 
rassing them and who had actually killed five of them 
the day upon which the division set out upon its 
march. 

The advanced force soon learned that the expedi- 
tion had made a fearful mistake in supposing the 


: 
ita Fe. 


troops and permit to bring the merchandise taken out 


distance was nearly 300 miles, and as a a | 
the rations provided for the troops were exhausted | 
before they accomplished a third of ‘the road to San- | 
The division then resorted to every expedi- | 
ent to escape starvation. ‘They first subsisted upon 
such of the horses as had broken down, and wild ber- 
ries which were occasionally met with in the prairies. 
When these resources failed, they were compelled to 
live upon snakes, horned frogs and other reptiles 
which abound in the prairies and which constituted 
their principai «.nd for a time, their only food. After 
marching in this way for two weeks or thereabouts, 
the division arrived at Gallinas. From this place, 
Van Ness, Lewis, Howard and Fitzgerald, accom- 
panied by Mr. Kendall, were sent on to Santa Fe, to 
hold an interview with the governor, explain the pa- 
cific objects of the expedition, obtain stores for the 


by the traders within the province. . 
Two or three hours after these gentlemen left the 
camp at Gallinas, a note was received from Captain 
Lewis to the effect that the country was in arms, but 
that they would proceed on their journey to Santa 
Fe. They were, however, seized shortly afterwards, 
(as Capt. Lewis stated) bound and taken out to be 
shot.but that their lives were spared through the in- 
tercession of a Mexican officer, who took them to 
meet governor Armijo. In the mean while the go- 
vernor had despatched a force of several hundred 
men to intercept the Texians. The commander of 
these troops held several interviews with the com- 
missioners, and endeavored to get the Texians to lay 
down the:c arms by assuring them of the friendly 
disposition of the governor and the inhabitants. 
This the Texians would not do. The Mexican offi- 
cers undertook to take care of the few remaining 
horses of the Texians, and supply the men with food 
in order to allay all apprehensions of any hostile pur- 
pose. His next step was to cross the Gallinas with 
his men, with the avowed object of camping the two 
forces together as further proof of friendship. This 
he did, but as he drew near the Texian camp, the 
disposition of his lines left little doubt of his beli- 
gerent intentions. The Texians were immediately 
got under arms. About this time also another party 
crossed the river, and forming a junction with the 
first, banished every lingering doubt of the objects of 
the Mexicans, and an engagement was on the eve of 
taking place when Capt. Lewis and the nephew and 
confidential secretary of the governor made their ap- 
pearance. 

When Lewis and the governor’s nephew came up, 
a parley was had between them and the Texians, the 
troops upon both sides maintaining their battle array. 
Capt. Lewis represented the governor as willing to 
receive the Texians on condition that they would lay 
down their arms in conformity with a law of Mexico, 
which made it necessary for an armed force entering 
the province to give up their weapons before reach- 
ing San Miguel. He represented himself, and the 
nephew and secretary of the governor as empower- 
ed to stipulate for the surrender of the implements 
of war, and to negotiate for the safe conduct of the 
troops to the frontier after they had complied with 
this stipylation. The governor had empowered them 
to blind the authorities to label the property of each 
individual, supply food for the march home, and re- 
turn to every man his property. The representa- 
tions were confirmed by the nephew and secretary of 
governor Armijo, as well as by the Mexican officers, 
a number of whom had joined in the parley. 


The commissioners hesitating to confide in these 
representations, Captain Lewis informed him that 
the governor with a well appointed troop of 3,000 
men, was within twelve hours march, and if the 
Texians gained the battle, they would soon be en- 
gaged with a more formidable foe. The commission- 
ers, yet not satisfied, Captain Lewis pledged his ho- 
nor to the truth of all these statements, swearing 
upon his Masonic faith (both being Masons) to every 
word of it. . 

Such being the circumstances of the division, with- 
out food, jaded and worn out by fatiguing marches, 
in front of a force of some six hundred men and ex- 
pecting the arrival of 3,000 more, and being especial- 
ly ordered by the Texian government to avoid hostili- 
ties if the people were opposed to them, and not ap- 
prised of the capture of the gentlemen despatched to 
Santa Fe, and not suspecting J.ewis to be a traitor, 
the Texians laid down their arms upon the terms of 
surrender proposed, Food was then furnished the 
troops, and they were treated with some leniency 
until the next day, when the governor arrived with 
about 1,500 men, a force sufficient to make him se- 
cure in his barbarity; we were seized and bound six 
and eight together, with hair ropes and thong of raw 
hide, and put in a filthy sheep-fold, surrounded by a 
large armed guard. The Mexican officers then ex- 





Palo Duro to be within 90 miles of Santa Fe. The 


prevented from being slaughtered by being huddleq 

together in a small yard enclosed by a mud wall, ang 

defended by the regular troops. In this place we were 

kept all night, lying in heaps, one upon another, and 

suffering the most intense agony from the cioseness of 
the confinement and the pressure of the ropes with 

which we were bound, and in full hearing of the dis- 

putes in the council called by the governor to deli- 

berate upon our destiny, which decided about day- 

break, by a single vote, that we should not be shot but 

marched off for Mexico. 

At sun rise we had to take up our march for the 

city of Mexico, about 2,000 miles distant—the sol- 
diers telling us that we were going to the mines.— 
Bound six and eight together, we were forced to tra- 
vel, the three first days about thirty miles each, with- 
out food and even denied the privilege of drinking 
when we were wading the small streams, through 
which we were marched. We were stripped of hat, 
shoes, blankets and coats. The governor himself 
took from me my blanket and buffalo robe, cursing 
and striking the prisoners and raving Jike a madman; 
because (as we heard) his wish to have us shot had 
been overruled in council. I was obliged to give 
my shirt, in the extremity of my distress, for a loaf 
of bread, and swapped a tolerably good pair of pan- 
toloons for a ragged pair upon receiving a mouthful 
or two to eat in the exchange. When we arrived at 
the Rio del Norte I had parted with every thing but 
my tattered trowsers, vest and suspenders, every 
thing else, having been disposed of for bread or rob- 
bed from me by the soldiers. Nor were the other 
prisoners in a better condition. The weather was 
then cold and we were nigh perishing in our naked- 
ness. 

After a few days march, it was found, impractica- 
ble for us to get on with any speed bound together in 
such numbers. We were then tied two together, 
and to each pair there was a rope tied about the 
waist, neck or arms, and fastened to the pummel of 
the saddle of the horses on which the guard was 
mounted. The soldiers would occasionally put their 
horses in a gallop to torture those fastened to them, 
and whenever any of us fell down or lagged behind, 
we were dragged upon the ground and beaten with 
thongs, sticks or whatever else was at hand. 


The principal, indeed almost all the food we re- 
ceived during the route was furnished by the women, 
who would follow us in large numbers for miles, 
weeping at the cruelties to which we were subject- 
ed. They would not be allowed sometimes the dis- 
charge of their offices of charity—the soldiers beat- 
ing them off and reviling them with obscene and 
abusive language. We were marched, at times, all 
night and all day, blinded by sand and parched with 
thirst, until our tongues were so swollen as almost 
to be incapable of speaking. 

In this manner we were hurried on to the city of 
Mexico, which we reached towards the close of De- 
cember. But I must here pause, to do justice to one 
of the captains of the Mexican army, who had 
charge of us for about five days of the journey, who 
treated us with kindness, and furnished us with mo- 
ney out of his own pocket. He respected us as pri- 
soners of war, and [ lament that I cannot recall his 
name. He was the only officer who seemed to re- 
gard us. as human beings during the whole of our 
long march. The foreigners also in Chihuahua and 
Zacatacas, raised a contribution for us, which gave 
us a temporary relief. 

After we were taken prisoners, we learned that 
Howland, Rosenbery and Baker, the guides we took 
with us from Texas, and who had been sent on be- 
fore the division left the Palo Duro, had been taken 
and shot—as well as an American merchant, named 
Rowland, who had gone their security when they 
were taken up, upon the information of one Brig 
nole, a deserter from the expedition. Of these 
transactions however, [ can only speak from hearsay. 
A number of other outrages were reported to have 
been perpetrated upon American citizens—no doubt 
correctly reported. 

When we arrived ,at Mexico, we were covered 
with filth and vermin. We there met an order from 
Santa Ana, to be chained with heavy iron. We were 
lodged in the Convent Santiago, abont two miles 
from the palace; confined in a room over the ceme- 
tery, and the effluvia from the dead bodies beneath 
was offensive in the extreme. 

Upon my arrival, I wrote to our minister Mr. Ellis, 
informing him of my situation, and of being a cit 
zen of the United States, and stated the fact of my 
having gone with the expedition only as a guest 0 
the commissioners, which circumstance was corro- 
borated in writing, by Messrs. Cooke and Brenham, 
two of the commissioners then prisoners with us. 

The prisoners were, upon the order of Santa Ana, 
waked up and chained two and two together, a0 
marched to the palace, at midnight. When they 2° 





cited the Peons to the highest degree of phrenzy, by 
the accounts they gave of the Texians, and we were 


rived there, the doctor was asleep; the prisoners were 
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kept in the public square for some time, for the gra- 
tification of the-rabble, and then marched back, no 
one daring to disturb the slumbers of the tyrant. IT 
was pot then put in chains, in consequence of my ill- 
ness. ‘Those prisoners who were able to do so, were 
subsequently made to work upon the streets of the 
ital. 

oP pout three weeks after we reached ...2xico, two 
of the prisoners made their escape. This incensed 
Santa Ana to such a degree, that he ordered the 
whole of us, the lame and sick included, to be chain- 
ed, and made to work with the rest. I was myself 
taken out of bed and chained with a heavy log chain 
about my ancles, and made to work in the streets, 
This, too, after I had been demanded asa citizen of 
the United States by our minister, Mr. Ellis; I was 
kept in chains about two weeks, and ill as | was, com- 

elled to sleep and work in them, having thereby 
nearly lost my hearing, when I was sent for by Santa 


a. 

"The dictator asked me a variety of questions about 
myself, my parents, the objects of the expedition, and 
other matters. Afterl was in his presence about 15 
minutes, the chains were taken off me by a black- 
smith; Santa Ana then said, that in consequence of 
my youth, the capacity in which I accompanied the 
expedition, and my being the son of a general, I was 
at liberty, and might go home. During the interview, 
Santa Ana did not once mention the name of ou mi- 
nister, Mr. Eliis, as having demanded me; and I ga- 
thered from what I heard and saw, that my liberation 
could not be traced to the energy of our representa- 
tive in Mexico, or the dread of the dictator of the re- 
sentment of my government. 

Before my release I ascertained from our secretary 
of legation that Mr. Ellis had called several times 
upon Santa Ana, but was refused an audience. To 
my enquiry if this was the manner in which the re- 

resentative of the United States allowed himself to 

e treated, he answered there was no help for it.— 
Mr. Ellis subsequently addressed a note to Santa Ana, 
but what effect it had I know not; it can be imagined 
from the refusal of an audience upon three several 
occasions. Whilst I wasin prison | neither saw Mr. 
Ellis nor received any word of reply to my letters to 
him. The secretary gave for an excuse for this neg- 
ligence, as I deenied it, that it was not becoming the 
dignity of a minister to correspond with a prisoner. 

After my release, Mr. Ellis treated me with atten- 
tion and politeness, and I have to thank him for the 
loan of money to bring me home. Whilst sick in pri- 
son Mr. Black sent me bedding, the foreigners sent 
me some necessaries, and Mr. Lumsden loaned me 
some money. " : 


Amongst the persons who accompanied the expe- 
dition was one Mr. Faulkner, a British subject, who 
joined it with Mr. Kendall and myself under the same 
circumstances, except that he did not have a pass- 
port, which Mr. Kendall had procured before he left 
New Orleans from the Mexican consulate here. Mr. 
Packenham, the British minister, informed me that 
Mr. Faulkner would be demanded the moment he 
reached the city at whatever hour in the night or day 
that event would take place. I delivered a package 
to the British consul of this city, Mr. Crawford, in 
which there was a note from Mr. Packenham, stating 
that orders had been obtained for Mr. Faulkner’s im- 
mediate release, although he had not reached the 
city of Mexico at the date of the note. 

The remainder of the expedition, under General 
McLeod was expected to arrive in Mexico two days 
after I left the city. I heard they had suffered very 
much from bad weather, ill-treatment, &c. &c.; and 
that to sum up their troubles, the small pox had made 
its appearance amongst them, and they reported that 
about fifty had already perished, or had been left on 
the road, through its ravages and the cruelty of their 
captors. } 

I have omitted to state in its proper place, that on 
my release the dictator ordered his state coach to 
convey me in my rags to look at the city, and thence 
in company ‘with General Barragan to the office of 
Mr. Ellis. Several of the higher Mexican officers in 
the city—especially Barragan—expressed sympathy 
for me, and treated me kindly. 

My warmest gratitude is due to the American 
consul at Mexico, (Mr. Black), for his constant kind- 
ness and attention to me while sick and in chains, as 
Well as after my release. 

FRANKLIN COMBS. 











MASSACHUSETTS. 





Messace or tae Governor on the subject of the 
Maine boundary: 


Council chamber, February 23, 1842. 
To the senate and house of representatives, 
GentLemen: The great interest which the com- 


often called the disputed territory, seems to require 
that I should invite your attention to the subject.. Tine 
northeastern boundary still remains unsettled. Seve- 
ral years have elapsed in the tedious process of ar- 
ranging a joint-commission to designate the line, if 
they can agree, and, if not, to have the matter brought 
to a close by an umpire; but my bejief is that this ar- 
rangement is yet incomplete. 


While this state of things is pending, we learn from 
sources which seem to leave no doubt, that the go- 
vernment of Great Britain has appointed a special 
envoy to proceed to this country to adjust the contro- 
versies which exist. The northeastern boundary has 
been a leading topic of dispute, and willconstitute a 
principal matter for diplomatic discussion. While 
this unusual movement of Great Britain seems to in- 
dicate a serious purpose of amicable adjustment, I 
cannot persuade myself that a special minister is 
despatched hither to arrange the remaining details of 
a joint commission, which seem to require no extra- 
ordinary array of diplomatic skill. I therefore anti- 
cipate, as a probable event, that this representative 
of Great Britain may be authorised to make other 
proposals of settlement. If, however, the subject be 
considered with attention, it is obvious that it must 
be disposed of in one of two ways. First, by ascer- 
taining and establishing the line according to the terms 
of the treaty of 1783; or, second, by agreeing upon a 
conventional boundary, instead of that described by 
the treaty. This commonwealth has repeatedly de- 
clared her solemn and deliberate conviction that the 
pretensions of Great Britain do not find any just or 
plausible support from the treaty; for the terms of 
that instrument are too plain to be misapprehended, 
and afford the most satisfactory means of designating 
the line. Nothing has occurred to change or modify 
that opinion, and yet the controversy is kept open, 
and aggravated by the irritating circumstances which 
surround it, by a steady refusal on the part of Great 
Britain to acquiesce in what seems so plain a matter 
to us. 


This being the state of things, it seems to me to be 
the manifest dictate of wisdom to look forward to 
probabilities, and to provide for the support of our 
rights and interests in any contingency that may occur. 
We have sufficient evidence that Great Britain deems 
the possession of a portion of the territory west of 
the treaty line of the greatest importance to her, to 
facilitate intercourse between her provinces; we feel 
also as if she could not resist with violence the de- 
monstrative proofs contained in the treaty of our 
right to the territory. She has, therefore, in carry- 
ing out her wishes, manifestly but one alternative: 
which is, to enforce, if she can her pretension against 
right, or to propose a conventional boundary. If 
she takes the latter course, it must be founded on 
an equivalent for any concession made for her ac- 
commodation, and that equivalent must be satisfac- 
tory to Maine, which holds the right of state juris- 
diction, and one moiety of the soil; to Massachu- 
setts, which holds the other moiety of the soil; 
and to the United States, which hold the power 
of nogotiation and settlement; for we can acknow- 
ledge no constitutional right to transfer territory and 
jurisdiction without the assent of the states. inte- 
rested. 


Should questions of this description be discussed 
or listened fo with favor by the United States and 
by Maine, the interest and rights of the common- 
wealth involved in the issue would be of great mag- 
nitude and pressing importance. 


Without any evidence of coming events beyond 
probability,[ have thought such a contingency so 
likely to occur, that I could not reconcile it with my 
duty to leave it unprovided for. Ihave therefore 
brought it to your consideration, not because | doubt 
the character of our title to the territory, or because 
I would invite terms of compromise which would 
involve a voluntary surrender of what belongs to us, 
or would imply any uncertainty as to our resolute 
determination to maintain our rights, but that provi- 
sions may be made for making known the sentiments 
of the commonwealth in case terms of compromise 
shall be discussed with a view to a settlement. 


The sentiments of Maine and the United States 
are unknown to me, except as disclosed to the public; 
but I do not view it asan impossibility that terms 
may be proposed which will meet the approbation of 
both, and it is for this event I would have the com- 
monwealth prepared, that she may assert and vindicate 
her just rights, and at the same time to do whatever 
is consistent with them to promote an amicable ad- 
justment of the controversy. Believing the present 
provisions of law to be inadequate for this purpose, I 
submit for your consideration the propriety of such 
further legislation as shall enable the commonwealth 
to meet any emergency which may come, in which 
her interests as a state may be involved. 





monwealth has in that portion of the state of Maine 


ey 














ACCOUNT OF THE WRECK OF THE U.S. 
SHIP PEACOCK, 





LETTER FROM AN OFFICER ON BOARD THE Peacock, 
COPIED FROM THE Brooktyn Star. 
October 30, 1841. The Peacock, after sailing up- 
wards of sixty thousand miles, arrived off Cape Dis- 
appointment on the 17th of July, ultimo. 
At anearly hour on the morning of the 18th she 
was standing in for the mouth of Columbia river.— 
As we approached the rugged pine-covered cape, to 
the northward of the river, it was apparent thata 
more weatherly position must be gained ere the pas- 
sage of the formidable bar could with prudence be 
attempted. The wind was from south by east. We 
put about and stood off shore during the performance 
of divine service, Capt. Hudson, as usual, officiating. 
It was near half past 11 A. M. when we again went 
about on the in-shore tack. The wind had freshened 
to a moderate breeze, forcing us through the water 
at an agreeable speed, all drawing sails being set, 
from royals down. Following what we considered 
to be safe directions for our guidance, we were not 
aware of our error until we were rapidly shoaling 
our water, and the helm was ordered up. The yards 
were squared, and we stood down before the wind, 
with a line of surf close upon our starboard beam, 
and what appeared to be deep water onthe starboard 
bow. ,.When abreast of the latter, we hauled up to 
the north and east, but had advanced not far on our 
new course when the kelson touched lightly, and the 
next moment struck with tremendous violence. 
- “Wear and stand out,” was the prompt order pass- 
ed from captain to first lieutenant. But it was too 
late! Another and another blow threatened to throw 
our masts over the bows. She was unmanageable 
and drove further on. “Clew up and furl every 
thing,” “Send down top-gallant and royal yards,” 
“Get up yards and stays,” ‘Out first cutter,” 
‘“‘Have stream anchor and hawsers ready for running 
out,” followed in quick succession. All canvass was 
clewed up, the top gallant and royal yardmen mount- 
ed to the topmast rigging, but there clung for their 
lives, and were not then urged aloft to their most 
dangerous task, so doubtful did it appear whether the 
slender poles would survive from shock to shock, 
swayed as they were to and fru like whip lashes. 

A boat, commanded by the second lieutenant, was 
lowered and sent out to sound, each of her crew be- 
ing provided with an India-rubber life-preserver. 

The yards having been firmly secured and the ne- 
cessary purchase gotten up, the first cutter was hoist- 
ed out and moored by strong ropes head and stern. 
Fears were justly entertained that she would not live 
alongside. After several escapes, she was carried 
forward to the extreme of her sternfast, and then 
turned round, and driven into the ship with such 
force as stove in all her bows. The wreck was se- 
cured with all the perfection of seamen’s ingenuity, 
but she was afterwards broken in pieces, and her use- 
less lumber thrown overboard. 

Time did not improve our prospects. The wind 
had chopped round to the northwest, and freshened 
with drizzling rain and strong symptoms of a gale.— 
Our launch remained the only boat that could possi- 
bly carry out kedge or hawser, but the sea alongside 
had become such that it would have been insanity to 
risk her to the first cutter’s fate. 


Immediately after we struck, signal had been made 
to that effect to the schooner, then some distance to 
leeward of us. She was now close to the edge of 
the breakers, when she was directed by telegraph to 
stand off and act at her own discretion. 

Anxious eyes were turned often upon the boat engag- 
ed in sounding; but,though in imminent danger,she was 
managed by skill that promised to secare her safety. 

Between four and six P. M. we had driven on so 
far as to bring the outer breakers with the ebb tide a 
hundred yards or more to seaward of us. Our 
thumping became consequently for a time less vio- 
lent. The top-gallant and royal yards and masts 
were ‘sent down, with every thing out of the tops.— 
Ananchor was swung out by the seaward foreyard 
arm, and let go clear of the ship. The pumps were 
manned and worked with spirit, and it was generally 
supposed with success in relieving a leak in the hold. 
The tanks were started, a gang of men set to work 
throwing shot overboard, and India rubber buoys se- 
cured to the guns. About this time the wind lulled, 
and the sounding boat got alongside without her rud- 
der, and was safely whipped on board. 

As the flood tide made, our troubies were renewed. 
A large canoe had been observed pushing out towards 
the ship against wind and sea, but a dense fog came on 
and shut her, with all else beyond the ship, from sight. 

The night set in dreary and dark enough. Rockets 
were sent up, and three minute guns fired to attract 
the attention of the Vincennes, supposed to be at an- 
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After eight.o’clock the ship struck with a violence 
which exeeeded all that had happened during the 
day. ‘The laniards of stoppers on the chain were 
carried away;new ones passed, which soon followed 
the old... The chain itself then parted. Another an- 
chor was let go, which brought up and held up. Our 
position had shifted for the worse. Great fears were 
“now excited lest the masts should come down about 
our ears and crush all on deck. They would have 
been cut away had they not been necessary for get- 
ting out the boats. 

The rudder was carried away from its pintals, and, 
after chawing and grinding the stern frame for a time, 
happily left us. The leak in the hold gained fearful- 
ly. A heavy sea boarded her on the spar deck, car- 
rying away the stancheons of the larboard waist bul- 
warks and pouring water down the hatches by hogs- 
heads. Cratings and tarpaulings were put over holes 
knocked through the bulwarks that were not injured 
by the sea, and the berth deck scuttled. The hope 
of seeing another sun grew dim and more dim, for 
spite of the quick clank of the pumps, which now 
tolled the passage of each weary second, the water 
rose and gained upon us steadily. All thought of 
saving the ship was abandoned; but with the ap- 
proaching daylight there was a chance: of saving 
many lives in the boats. The water was even with 
and over the tanks, but the tide was failing rapidly, 
and it lacked but another hour of day. 

Never did more grateful light dawn upon the eyes 
of distressed mariners. It appeared as if ali danger 
passed away with the darkness. The ship lay almost 
still, left by the tide, closely imbedded in the shifting 
sands. The launch and other boats on deck were 
hoisted out; the charts of our late surveys, the ship’s 
papers and chronometers prepared for being sent on 
shore. A canoe was observed taking advantage of 
the unusual smoothness to come off to us. She was 
soon alongside, bringing an Indian pilot and a servant 
of Captain Wilkes. The latter informed us that the 
Vincennes had attempted to cross the bar about two 
months previous to our arrival, but finding it impas- 
sable on account of a heavy sea, had borne away for 
Puget’s sound, where she had since lain at anchor in 
Nasqually harbor. Mr. Waldron was sick at Astoria, 
on Columbia river. Captain Wilkes had left his ser- 
vant to attend upon him. 

The Indian pilot could only be of assistance to us 
in pointing out the best passage through the inner 
breakers, and the safest landing place on the beach. 

The scientifics, doctors, sick, and the marines, 
were sent with the ship’s papers in the first detach- 
ment of boats. J 

The distance of the landing was great, and before 
the boats could return, the flood tide set in with its 
usual attendant—a heavy sea. Most of the boats, 
however, got along side, and took of a second load. 
I was ordered into one of them. We pulled through 
breakers and tide up to Baker’s bay, where, in a quiet 
little nook, we found those who had preceded us, 
many of them already engaged in throwing up rude 
huts of boughs for shelter during the night. Some 
Indians of the Chinook tribe were lounging around, 
decked out in tawdry finery, and armed with musket, 
or rifle, and scalping knife. They appeared friendly, 
but a good look out was required to prevent their de- 
predating upon our small property. 


The captain, first lieutenant, boatswain, carpenter, 
and about twenty hands, still remained on board. The 
boats made a most desperate but vain effort to take 
them off. The sea had gained once more the as- 
cendency, and the poor old bark lay again at the 
mercy of the pitiless waves. It was in truth a me- 
lancholy sight. She had borne us so long and well, 
yet now she was sinking fast, though resisting, with 
giant strength, to the last. The scene of the past 
night seemed about to be re-enacted, with a more 
disastrous finale. 

One of the boats was thrown over and over, end 
for end, by the sea. Her crew were badly bruised, 
and one of the men had his hip-bone broken, but all 
were saved by a second boat, which happened for- 
tunately to be near at the moment. In another boat 
the bow-oarsman was thrown out over the stern, 
though the boat was not upset. 

The ship was watched by a group of anxious eyes 
from alofty cleared spot directly over Cape Disap- 

ointment. One by one the masts were seen to fall. 

one knew who of the gallant spirits remaining ex- 
posed to the increasing dangers might have been 
swept away with them. The hours dragged wearily 
on until the ebbing tide again permitted the boats to 
put forth. They reached the wreck, though the sea 
ran fearfully high. ‘There were several feet of wa- 
ter on the berth deck, but, protected by the kind 
Providence in whom he had put his trust, the reso- 
lute captain stepped safely into one of the boats—the 
last man to quit the ship. 

His arrival on the beach was hailed by three hear- 
ty cheers and many heartfelt congratulations, well 





deserved for the noble examples he had set of calm- 
ness and determination in the trying hours of peril. 

The night passed cheerily. Though many a poor 
fellow boasted neither pea-jacket nor blanket to pro- 
tect his body against the heavy dew, yet not a life had 
been lost, nor a mortal injury received. No one 
could be sad. 

The next morning saw nothing of the Peacock 
above water except the end of her bowsprit anda 
long splinter from the stump of her mizenmast. 

It remains only further to say that the Peacock’s 
crew and officers, in the course of two days after the 
shipwreck, were conveyed in boats to Astoria, (now 
called Fort George), one of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany’s stations, situated on the south side of the ri- 
ver, some twelve miles from its mouth; that at this 
place they met with the most hospitable treatment 
from that warm-hearted Scottish gentleman, Mr. 
Birnie, who superintends the establishment; that they 
erected a village of boughs and leaves around his 
house, and awaited nearly three weeks the arrival of 
the Vincennes, to which an express had been sent 
the second day after the disaster. 

The Vincennes and Porpoise at length arrived, the 
latter sailing up the river and taking off the wearied 
crew, part of whom were shipped on board the Vin- 
cennes, and proceeded with her to California, from 
whence, on the 31st of October, they were expected 
to sail homeward. 


ESS 





SS ES ET 


A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TYLER. 











The annexed letter, read at a celebration of the 
president’s particular political friends in Philadelphia 
on the 22d instant, appears in the Philadelphia pa- 
pers. ‘The Sentinel says that the letter, when read, 
met the hearty approbation of the company: 

Washington, February 19, 1842. 

GENTLEMEN: It would afford me the most unquali- 
fied pleasure could I avail myself of your polite in- 
vitation to be present with you on the anniversary of 
the birth of the most illustrious man and deyoted 
patriot who has ever lived “‘in all the tide of time;” 
but this is denied me by the constant pressure of 
public duty. The example of George Washington, 
rendered glorious by the devotion of all his faculties, 
mental and physical, to the good of his country, 
stands in bold contrast with those whose names have 
found a place in history, as connected with great ta- 
lents, directed to no other end then the advancement 
of their own petty and selfish schemes of ambition. 
I should like, in the company of “my friends,” to re- 
call the recollection of his praiseworthy deeds; to 
dwell upon the incidents of his useful life; to repeat 
the lessons of wisdom and truth embodied in his fare- 
wel] address; and to take, with each of you, the 
pledge to maintain the union of these states sacred 
and inviolable, as the most acceptable mode of doing 
honor to the memory of the father of his country, 
and discharging the high debt which each and all of 
us owe to ourselves and to our posterity. 

For the kind regard which you exprees for me, 
accept the tribute of my sincere thanks. Your ap- 
proval of my past political course, directed as it has 
been to the faithful discharge of my duty, will not 
fail to animate me in ali that remains of the future. 
That I entered upon the presidential office under cir- 
cumstances of great embarrassment, must have been 
obvious to all. For the first time in our history, 
upon the happening of a contingency provided for in 
the constitution, the vice president succeeded to the 
presidency; and, by a dispensation of Divine Provi- 
dence, a new experiment upon our institutions is in 
the progress of trial. 

A president, elected by the people, comes into of- 
fice at the head of a triumphant party. His will is, 
for the most part, the Jaw which governs his party. 
Responsible, under the constitution, for the adminis- 
tration of public affairs, he recommends his measures 
and. adopts his line of policy with every assurance of 
support. Not so, however, with a vice president, 
who succeeds to the presidency by the demise of the 
president. His name has mixed but little with the 
canvass, and has been selected more with reference 
to supposed sectional or local than general influence. 
He has no party at his heels io sustain his measures, 
or to aid him in his exertions for the publie good.— 
Instead of being a leader hé must be a follower of par- 
ty, and he is required either to be a piece of wax, to 
be moulded into any shape that others may please, or 
denunciations the loudest and boldest are in store for 
him. Has he long cherished opinions which stand in 
the way of-party measures, whether those measures 
be good or bad, wise, or the opposite, they must be 
surrendered. Honor, conscience, every thing esteem- 
ed among men, must be yielded or the thunders break 
over his head, and threaten annihilation. It is a fit 
occasion for the prevalence of faction, and the re- 
liance of one thus situated can alone be on the pa- 


triotism and discernment of the people. Such, I frank- 
ly avow is my steadfast reliance, and every effort of 
mind and body compatible with the public instity.. 
tions, shall be exerted to maintain our institutions 
under this new and hazardous experiment. 

There are other causes of great trial and difficulty 
by which the administration is surrounded—private 
and public credit prostrated—industry, in all its de- 
partments, paralyzed—a treasury deficier.: in its sup- 
plies—a currency broken up and disordered—and our 
foreign relations perplexed and embarrassed. Credit 
should be restored—industry reanimated—a sound 
currency provided through the direct exercise of con- 
stitutional power, and the public peace preserved, if 
the same can be wecodhpliaieed without a surrender of 
national honor. These objects will claim my undi- 
vided attention, and | will not permit myself to des- 
pair of their accomplishment. 

I tender to each of you, gentlemen, assurances of 
my high respect. JOHN TYLER. 
To Samuel Rush, James L. Tyson, James McHenry, T. 

S. Smith, and others of the commitlee. 
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CoMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO T'nomas B. W. Ran- 
DALL, ESQ. CHAIRMAN OF A COMMITTEE OF THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES oF Maryann, &e. 

c Washington, Jan. 24, 1842. 

Sir: Your communication of the 14th instant, di- 
rected to myself and the hon. William D. Merrick, 
as “senators in congress,” was duly ~eceived. My 
first impulse, from a perusal of it, prompted me to 
make an immediate reply, protesting, unreservedly 
-and emphatically against the measure of authority 
which seemed to be assumed over me as a senator of 
the United States; and yet I was not unwilling, but 
desirous rather, to afford to the house of delegates of 
Maryland such lights on the novel inquiry proposed 
by your letter, as I could impart, consistently with 
the grave obligations, resulting froma my official sta- 
tion and the rules of the senate; because, for myself, 
I had nothing to conceal, and I desire, at all times, 
when I lawfully can, to render a faithful account of 
the proceedings of that branch of the national legis- 
lature in which, through the favor and cenfidence of 
the general assembly of Maryland, I have the honor 
to hold a seat. But, sir, on a requisition of the 
house of delegates so entirely unusual, and, [ may add, 
wholly without a precedent in the history of the in- 
tercourse of the legislatures of the states of the union 
with either branch of congress, I felt it was proper 
that I should pause, in order more deliberately to de- 
cide what sort of an answer might best comport with 
my duty to that entire constituency which I represent, 
and, at the same time with the respect | bear to- 
wards the house of delegates, by whose order you 
have addressed us. On this point, | soon formed a 
dispassionate judgment, and will endeavor now to 
pursue the course which that has indicated to me, 
pleased to be conscious that I cannot do amiss if my 
pen be guided by truth and the dictates of a just inde- 
pendence. “ret 

Before I offer to you the explanations and sugges- 
tions which have occurred to me as proper to be 
made, in order to satisfy, as far as lies in my power, 
the wishes and expectations of the house of delegates 
of Maryland, whose organ you are, it is necessary 
and proper that I should accurately recite the com- 
munication which we had the favor to receive from 
you, and the special inquiries proposed. You write 
as follows: 

“Annapolis, Jan. 14, 1842. 

Gentiemen: As chairman of this committee, I am 
instructed to call your attention to the following or- 
der, adopted by the house of delegates on the Sth of 
Jan. 1842. In discharge of the duty devolving upon 
them by this order, the committee deem it proper to 
address themselves first to you, and to request youto 
inform the house of delegates, through them, for 
what reasons and under what circumstances, the 
claims of General Towson, your illustrious fellow 
citizen, were overlooked by the senate, when they 
had under consideration the vacancy caused by the 
death of Macomb, and confirmed the nomination of 
General Wool, of New York?” “‘With great respect, 
yours, &ce. 

“THOMAS B. W. RANDALL, chairman.” 

. You append to this letter what is doubtless intend- 

ed as a literal copy of this order, under which you 

act, to wit: 

“Ordered, that the committee already raised upon 
the subject of presenting a sword to captain John A. 
Webster, referred to by the governor in his annual 
message, be instructed further to inquire into the pro- 
ceedings of senator Kerr and Merrick as regards the 
matter of General Towson’s memorial to the United 
States senate, when a nomination to fill the vacancy 





occasioned by the death of gen. Alexander Macomb 


| was before that body.” 
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One remark is abviously suggested upon this com- 
munication, taken as a whole; that the inquiry which 

ou make, in behalf of your committee, from my 
colleague and myself, is far wide of the apparent 
object presented by the order under which you have 
proceeded, and, instead of calling upon us to aid you 
in gaining a knowledge of our own “proceedings” 
upon a very different matter—‘general Nathan Tow- 
son’s memorial to the United States senate, when a 
nomination to fill the vacancy- occasioned by the 
death of general Alexander Macomb was before that 
body”—you apply yourselves first to us, “for the 
reasons and the circumstances under which the 
claims of General Towson, were overlooked by the 
senate’? on the occasion of their confirmation of the 
nomination of Gen. Wool. For the one purpose, en- 
tirely personal to themselves, the senators of Mary- 
land might, perhaps, have had but little hesitation in 
yielding to any joint request of the two legislative 
branches, which compose the general assembly of 
Maryland, in cases wherein no constitutional obstacle 
interposed, as it regards their own rights and indepen- 
dence, or forbade them to reveal the proceedings of 
the senate. But, for a disclosure of the reasons, opin- 
jons, or arguments, urged by senators in secret ses- 
sion, they could find no warrant or excuse but in a 
previous resolution of the body for the publication of 
them, without which they would incur punishment 
and disgrace. 


This serious difficulty could not surely have occur- 
red to the honorable house of delegates, when passing 
the order under which you act, and must have been 
no Jess overlooked by the committee when they in- 
structed you to make the request which we have had 
the honor to receive. 

By the constitution of the United States, each 
house of congress is invested with a power to deter- 
mine the rules of its proceedings; and, amongst the 
rules established by the senate, and approved, is that 
which keeps secret its proceedings on executive nomi- 
nations to office until the injunction be taken off by a 
formal vote, and any exposure of information or re- 
marks touching the character or qualification of per- 
sons nominated, is expressly forbidden. 

Seeing me, therefore, under these prohibitions and 
restraints, the house of delegates of Maryland will, 
I trust, excuse me from a compliance with their re- 
quest, as transmitted by you, to inform them of the 
reasons which governed the senate of the United 
States, or were urged by any members of it, when 
they confirmed the nomination of General Wool; and 
they will be disposed, | am sure, on mature reflec- 
tion, to rid me, in their most generous thoughts, of 
all suspicion, which the object presented by their or- 
der seems necessarily to imply, of a desire to conceal 
any proceedings on the part of Maryland Senators, 
“as regards the matter of General Towson’s memo- 
rial,” of which you speak, when | assure that hono- 
rable body that, whatever may have occurred upon 
any such memorial before the senate of the United 
States, or in any of its committees, yet remains con- 
fidential, under its rules, and that if thereupon any 
proceedings or discussion have taken place, I am 
precluded at present from unfolding them. Never- 
theless, sir, such is my desire to manifest my re- 
spectiul consideration of the house of delegates, who, 
in their appropriate sphere of action, represent the | 
people of Maryland, whom I serve, in mine, and to | 
whom, as my lawful constituents, [ will ever bow | 
with reverence. I will not withhold my knowledge | 
of “the circumstances,” so far as I am at liberty to. 
State them, under which the Senate confirmed the | 
nomination of General Wool, of New York, as a! 
brigadier general. I will relate them as succinctly 
as possible, lest I should treuble the house of dele- | 
gates with a too tedious detail of particulars, with | 
Which, as public men, most of them are probably 
familiar; for they consist in well known facts and 
plain constitutional provisions, to which all who de- 
sire it may readily refer. They will afford, 1 hum-' 
bly hope, to the members of the house of delegates, 
the means of an ample apology to their own imme- 
diate constituents for desisting trom any further pro- 
secution of a fruitless design to draw from the senate 
of the United States their reasons for having over- 
looked the pretensions of any individual, howsoever 
distinguished or wheresoever born, to an office under 
the general government, to which the president, in 











would be called to succeed him. He was according- 
ly nominated to the senate, and by it promptly con- 
firmed. Upon this appointment being made, it de- 
volved on the president to choose a brigadier for the 
army. General Wool being then a colonel, and an 
inspector general in active service, and a brigadier 
general by brevet, was nominated by the president 
and deliberately confirmed by the senate to fill the 
vacant post. There was, at this time, a long line of 
colonels in the service alike holding the brevet distinc- 
tion of brigadier. The distinguished Jesup held the 
rank also of a major general by brevet. Amongst 
these officers of the army, General Atkinson and 
General Brady were senior to all in rauk. 

[ shall not attempt to compare or treat of the re- 
lative merits or qualifications of these gallant men, 
who have received the full meed of honor from their 
grateful country. General Nathan Towson, a na- 
tive of Maryland, was, I believe, as brave a soldier 
as any in the late war with Great Britain. He was 
repeatedly distinguished and honored during his ser- 
vice—as others of his compatriots were—with pro- 
motions by brevet, for conduct of gallant and noble 
daring, in the face of the enemy; and, in 1834, he 
was breveted as a brigadier by General Jackson, then 
president of the United States. 

At the period of the late appointment, which is the 
subject of your inquiry, General Towson, holding 
the office of paymaster general, at Washington, un- 
der the immediate eyes of the president, was doubt- 
less among those to whom his attention was drawn, 
when making choice of a brigadier. Upon the prin- 
ciple of selection, wich the president was authorised 
to pursue, unrestrained by the pretensions of mere 
seniority in commission, it was as fully in his power, 
if he chose, to fix his choice on General Towson, as 
to have conferred the honor on General Wool, or any 
other of the distinguished officers of the army, whe- 
ther in the line or staff. General Towson was rank- 
ed at least by Atkinson and Brady; and many other 
officers claimed precedence of him, under their view 
of subsisting rank in the army. It may be proper to 
state—that which I derive from other sources than 
any confidential matter in the senate—that General 
Towson is of opinion that there is an error or omis- 
sion as to the date of his last brevet, which, if it 
could have been corrected by some competent au- 
thority, he thinks, would have placed him in rank 
before General Wool; but, if that could have been 
effected, the result would not have given him prece- 
dence of General Atkinson and General Brady and 
others. Yet, whatever actual relation General Tow- 
son bore to them in rank, he was as eligidle as they, 
had it been the will of the president to nominate him 
to the vacant place of a brigadier; and the power of 
that high officer to withdraw or alter his nomination, 
at any moment before its confirmation, would never 
be denied by the senate. I speak with perfect sin- 
cerity when I say, that, had the nomination fallen on 
that gallant son of my own native state, 1 would 
have cherished with satisfaction the opportunity in 
my hands of confirming it by my vote; and this is all 
I think that the occasion calls upon me to say on 
that point. 


The president nominated General Wool, not on ac- 
count of seniority—for that could not be pretended— 
but of his own sound discretion, according to an un- 
doubted authority to do so, under the constitution, 
military usage every where, and the express rules 
and regulations of the army. Those rules declare 
that original vacancies shall be supplied by selection, 


or free choice, and accidental vacancies fo the rank of 


colonel by promotion, according to seniority, except in 
extraordinary cases; but appointments to the rank of 
brigadier or major general are to be made by selection, 
independently of the claims of seniority. The force 
of the reasons for such provisions is well understood 
even in the militia of the states. 

To the president belongs, under the constitution, 
the power to nominate all officers of the United States, 
civil and military, and to the senate is exclusively 
assigned the authority to confirm or reject his nomi- 
nations. As he has the sole power to nominate, the 
entire responsibility for the wisdom and integrity of 
his selectious rests upon him. The senate, as an in- 
dependent body, has a right to examine into the fit- 
ness of the candidate nominated, and to approve or 
reject him; but their decision should be fairly regu- 





the exercise of his unquestionable power and discre- 


lated by the opinion of the character and qualifica- 


tion, has not deemed it his duty to nominate him. [| tions of the individual presented. Shouk: the senate 


am, sir, further induced to go through this brief pro- | 
cess for the purpose of disabusing the public mind of 
the effect of intimations and doubtful queries about 
some supposed derilection of duty on the part of the 
Maryland Senators, which, not being defined or spe- 
Clally charged against them, cannot be at this time 
more effectually dissipated. 

Upon the death of our late distinguished and lament- 
ed commander-in-chief, Major General Macomb, it 


at any time adopt the principle that, whenever a ma- 
jority of that body happens to prefer another, they 
will reject every nomination until the president fall 
back upon their favorite, it would be a plain usurpa- 
tion of the constitutional prerogative of sole nomina- 
tion, and thus the whole power of appointment would 
be rendered nugatory. If this right of the president 
to nominate be coneeded, and, in the case of an ap- 
pointment to a military office above the rank of co- 


ing to seniority of rank, then the senators must rest 
their assent or dissent to the nomination on the cri- 
terion of the character and qualifications of the in- 
dividuals actually nominated. They may reject him; 
but neither the merit nor rank of any other person 
can confer on the senate a power to appoint that 
other to the office in question, since the president 
will still have the right of selection, and may again 
and again nominate agreeably to-his preference and . 
judgment. 


If, in the case of the nomination of General Wool, 
the claims of his admitted seniors, Atkinson and Bra- 
dy, were passed over, it is irresistibly to be inferred 
that his nomination was confirmed upon the principle 
of the right of the president to make a selection of a 
brigadier, without regard to rank, and from the ab- 
sence of well founded objections to the character and 
competency of the nominee. 


I have thus, sir, stated to you for the satisfaction of 
the house of delegates, the precise circumstances, in 
point of fact, and the constitutional authority under 
which the president made and the senate confirmed 
the nomination of Gen. Wool, so far as I am at liber- 
ty to unfold them, and as I understand them. Now, 
sir, if to know the reasons or motives which actuated 
the president of the United States in making that no- 
mination, or the several members of the senate in 
confirming it, shall be still desired by the honorable 
house of delegates of Maryland, or the reasons why 
the former did not nominate to that vacant place in 
the army our distinguished fellow citizen General 
Towson, I think I have offered most respectfully for 
their consideration irrefragable proof that no reasona- 
ble expectation can be entertained that, in my pecu- 
liar situation as a senator of the United States, 1 can 
be in any manner further instrumental in affording to 
them such information. 


Had I declined making to you, the authorised inter- 
preter of the wishes of the house of delegates, any 
answer, and poised myself upon my own just sense of 
the independence of the senate of the United States 
of the authority which the legislature of any state 
may assume to exercise, of inquiring into its pro- 
ceedings, I might have been deemed fastidious to- 
wards the honorable body in whose name you have 
proceeded; and I do not fear that by any such degree 
of compliance as that to which [have limited myself, 
I shall incur the imputation of having in the least 
compromitted the dignity of that important branch 
of the national government to which | have the ho- 
nor to belong, and which, with its co-ordinate legis- 
lative powers, participates, also, in the high execu- 
tive function of appointment to office. 


I have thus, sir, stated with freedom, though with 
great deference, what I thought best adapted to this 
peculiar occasion and to my own fair purposes; and 
now I come to speak briefly of that part of your com- 
munication which alone concerns the Maryland se- 
nators personally. 


If the inference which I draw from the order of 
the house of delegates itself be not strained by an 
undue sensibility on my part, to. the re gor impli- 
cation of a charge against meas one of the repre- 
sentatives of my honored native state, it may be- 
hoove me to notice it with some special attention. I 
have already remarked that, in the inquiry contain- 
ed in your letter, youdo not ask of us to give to the 
house of delegates any information or report of our 
own “proceedings” in any case before the senate, 
except in so far as being constituent members of 
that body we are embraced in its genera! designation: 
It may be, sir, that, by thus calling the particular at- 
tention of the house of delegates to their order, I 
um making an issue not intended by them to be rais- 
ed; but it was impossible for me, although at all 
times most anxious to obvidte the necessity for self- 
defence, ‘‘to blink so hard” as not to have seen in 
the first introduction of that order that there was im- 
plied some dissatisfaction with the conduct of the 
Maryland senators. To incur the just censure of 
any portion of the people of Maryland, or of their 
representatives, would give me infinite pain, and I 
am therefore ever feelingly alive to the semblance of 
an accusation that might lead to such a consequence. 
The frankness which belongs to my character prompts 
me on all occasions, when I may with propriety do 
so, to meet openly and firmly, and to remove if T 
can, either misapprehensions or misrepresentations 
of my conduct. I might confide m the magnanimi- 
ty or justice of the honorable house of delegates of 
Maryland, if a serious charge of any sort were real- 
ly intended to be alleged against me, that a full and 
certain specification of it would have been made 
and furnished me, so that I might, if I pleased, plead 
to the jurisdiction, or confess or deny the impeach- 
ment. But if it be the sure though undesigned ef- 
fect of their order to “just hint a fault ,” and 
the grave proceeding have instantly become a pro- 











Was very svon known that General Winfield Scott 


lonel, he be not bound to make the selection accord- 


lific topic for ambiguous interpretations and malig- 
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nant surmises, shall the intended victims of popular 
displeasure evade or rest quietly without notice of 
them, when a breath of theirs may dispel the cloud? 
A plain, blunt man, as Iam, and not accustomed to 
rest quietly under the injurious operation of such a 
state of things, ‘will not now forbear to avail my- 
self of the fair opportunity which is presented for 
repelling unfounded and unjust insinuations; nor do ! 
think that any ground of self respect forbicts me in 
such a case, tos 
fore, that in taking part in the irregular proceeding, 
which has called from mea large reply for the satis- 
faction of the honorable house of delegates, I shall 
be pardoned if I further use the occasion to give im- 
mediate circulation of. what I deem a necessary and 
proper explanation tothe public, for my own sake. 
hen I first saw the order of the house of dele- 

tes, a copy of which has since been transmitted 

y you, in my solicitude to ascertain its object so far 

as it might be interesting to myself, as none was 
therein defined, [ used some endeavor to obtain in- 
formation of what it really meant. The result of 
my enquiry was, that, although no allegation of any 
improper official act on the part of my colleague or 
myself had been stated before the house of dele- 
gates, yet that, inthe political circles of Annapolis 
it had ee suggested as the basis of that order, that 
the Maryland senators, on the occasion of confirm- 
ing the appointment of General Woo], had purrose- 
LY absented themselves from their seats, so that the nomi- 
nation might not be rejected! This is the mildest form 
in which I can state that cross imputation, which I 
learn that rumor has trumpeted to and fro, until it 
has become rife in the state. 
I remember well, sir, that, during the ‘civil dud- 
geon” in the party canvass of October, a friend of 
mine, with the best intentions, sent to me a newspa- 
per printed in the city of Baltimore, in. which this 
malignant surmise was embodied as a direct charge, 
in language which my self-respect will not allow me 
to repeat. It was then the object of my ineffable 
contempt, and I let silencespeak myscorn. I thought 
it had fallen stillborn from the press. But if it be 
now the object of any one to resuscitate the despi- 
cable offspring of personal- malignity and party ran- 
cor, and he shall avow such a charge, I cannot ap- 
rehend that one individual can be found in the 
ouse of delegates of Maryland, there to foster so 
base, so low, so unjust an imputation; or that any 
honorable man, whether political friend or adversa- 
ry, who ever heard of my humble name and charac- 
ter will hesitate to stand forth in my vindication, 
upon the bare ground of my reputation, against nak- 
ed falsehood. None but one who is conscious of his 
own destitution of every feeling of virtue and inde- 
pendence could invent the slander; and he who would 
propagate it, without proof or even plausible pretext, 
deserves no better title than the foul disgrace of so- 
ciety. 

There not deemed it too serious to utter these ex- 

ressions of indignant self-respect, for the purpose I 
ewe deelared, since I know well how easily the pur- 
est intentions may be blackened by malice; and false 
insinuations, if suffered to pass without notice, may 
be worked into a manufacture of public opinion, 
producing excitements and ill-blood, dificult to be 
allayed. 

I beg you, sir, to assure the house of delegates of 
Maryland of my high consideration: and I remain, 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN LEEDS KERR. 
To Thomas B. W. Randall, esq. chairman of a commit- 
tee of the house of delegates of Maryland, &c. 
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To THE HONORABLE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES OF MARYLAND. 
Senate of the United States, January 26, 1842. 
Six: Prompted by a perfect respect for the hono- 
rable body over which you preside, and entertaining 
a sincere desire on all occasions to conform as far as 
‘nossible to their just expectations and wishes, I most 
respectfully beg leave through you, to invite the at- 
tention of the honorable the house of delegates, to 
the following copy of a communication made to me 
by the Hon. Thomas B. W. Randall, as chairman of 
one of its committees; and to a very brief statement 
of the considerations, which seem to prescribe to me, 
my duties in regard to that communication. 
Copy of a communication directed to the honorable John 
L. Kerr and Wiiliam D. Merrick. 
Annapolis, January 14, 1842. 
“GentLeMEN: As chairman of the committee, | 


ak cut. I confidently trust, there- 


oalitie: 


request you to inform the house of delegates, through 
them, for what reasons and under what circum- 
stances the claims of General Towson, your illus- 
trious fellow-citizen, were overlooked by the senate, 
when they had under consideration the vacancy 
caused by the death of Macomb, and confirmed the 
nomination of General Wool of New York. With 
great respect, yours, &c. _ 
T. B. W. RANDALL, chairman. 
‘Ordered, That the committee already raised on 
the subject of presenting a sword to Capt. J. A. Web- 
ster, referred to by the governor in his annual mes- 
sage, be instructed further to inquire into the pro- 
ceedings of Senators Kerr and Merrick, as to the 
matter of General Nathan Towson’s memorial to 
the United States senate, when a nomination to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Gen. Alex- 
ander Macomb was before that body.” 
By the letter of the honorable chairman, I am re- 
quired “to inform the house of delegates, through 
them [the committee] for what reasons, and under 
what circumstances, the claims of General Towson, 
— [my] illustrious fellow citizen, were overlooked 
y the senate, when they had under consideration the 
vacancy caused by the death of Macomb, and con- 
firmed the nomination of Gen. Wool, of New York.” 
I am unwilling to suppose that the house of dele- 
gates of Maryland either expected or designed to 
authorize this call. Had that honorable body desir- 
ed to know the reasons of any action of the senate of 
the United States, and had felt themselves authorized 
to call for those reasons, they would, in view of their 
own high dignity, and the character of the body 
whose reasons they wished to investigate, have ad- 
dressed themselves directly to the senate itself, and 
not to one of its humblest members. They have 
usually, I believe, heretofore made their own sena- 
tors the organs through whom they have, as occasion 
seemed to require, communicated their wishes and 
opinions to the senate; and though there is no prece- 
dent for requiring of the senate their reasons for any 
act they may have performed, I still must suppose 
that, had the house of delegates designed to claim 
such a right, they would have asserted it boldly, and 
in the usual and approved form of a legislative re- 
solve; to be laid directly before the body to which it 
was addressed, rather than in the mode here pursued 
by the honorable chairman of their committee. It 
seems to me, therefore, that I am constrained to de- 
cline making any answer to the inquiries of the hon- 
orable chairman: no less by a proper regard to the 
dignity both of the house of delegates of Maryland 
and of the senate of the United States, than by the 
natural impossibility of my knowing the reasons 
which may have governed the senate in its actions, 
otherwise than from a declaration of those reasons 
by the senate itself. The reasons which may have 
governed individual members, I might learn to some 
extent, by inquiring of them individually, but the 
reasons of the senate can be known only from the 
senate itself, and I am yet without authority to ask 
for a formal declaration of them. 
As to the subject matter of the inquiries in the ho- 
norable chairman’s letter, 1 beg permission simply 
to remark, that I have yet to learn that the name of 
General Towson was ever before the senate in con- 
nexion with “the vacancy caused by the death of 
Macomb,” and now filled by the distinguished Ge- 
neral Winfield Scott, or in connexion with the of- 
fice now held by General Wool of New York; and if 
any should desire to know the reason of this, I must 
respectfully refer them to the president of the United 
States, with whom resides exclusively the nominating 
power. 
Permit me now a word in reference to the order 
which the honorable chairman informs me was pass- 
ed by the house of delegates on the 5th of the pre- 
sent month. This order directs an inquiry by a com- 
mittee of the house of delegates “into the proceed- 
ings of senators Kerr and Merrick, as regards the 
matter of general Nathan Towson’s memorial to the 
United States senate, &c. &c.”” Now, with all pos- 
sible deference for the honorable the house of dele- 
gates, | must be permitted to remark, that I am ut- 
terly unable to discover whence they derive the 
ne am to subject a member of the senate of the 
Jnited States to the jurisdiction of one of their com- 
mittees, particularly for proceedings in senate, or 
what authority they can give to a committee to in- 
vestigate any proceedings had in the senate of the 
United States, when sitting with closed doors, as a co- 
ordinate part of the executive government of this 
union. The members of the senate, like members 
of all other considerative assemblies, are subject 
for all their acts and doings in senate to the juris- 





The honorable house will hence perceive the pain- 
ful necessity they have placed me under of declin- 
ing to have any connexion with the proceedings their 
committee may see fit to institute under this order, 
anxious though J certainly am in all things to be sery- 
pulously respectful to them, and much as explana- 
tions, which under other circumstances I might be 
enabled to make, would tend to disabuse some of them 
and others of my valued fellow citizens, of unjust and 
erroneous impressions. 

With the highest consideration, I am, sir, most re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. D. MERRICK. 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

The difficulties prevailing among the productive 
classes in the United States since 1836, and the still 
greater difficulties apprehended after the final reduc- 
tion of duties in 1842 have excited a general feeling 
of anxiety throughout the country as to the future. 
At a meeting of the friends of domestic interests, 
held in New York last October, it was resolved that 
a Home League should be formed for the purpose of 
promoting home interests, aloof from party and sec- 
tional bias, and the undersigned were appointed a 
committee to set forth their views in an address to 
the public. In compliance with the direction of the 
convention they submit the following 

ADDRESS. 

On the first of July next a new era commences in 
the history of the United States. Unless some mo- 
dification shall be made at the next session of con- 
gress, on that day the impost system of the United 
States will be placed upon a basis as yet untried in 
this, and, as we believe, in any other civilived coun- 
try. From that time all discriminating duties are to 
be abolished—the protection hitherto extended to 
the manufacture of articles essential to the indepen- 
dence of the country is to be laid aside—the legisla- 
tion of other nations adverse to our national inte- 
rests is to be disregarded; and under a fixed and per- 
manent duty of 20 per cent. the navigation, manu- 
factures, and agriculture of the United States, so far 
as they are affected by foreign trade, are to be com- 
mitted to the caprice and hostility of foreign legisla- 
tion, and to be regulated, prohibited or encouraged, 
as the interests of other governments shall prescribe. 
How far such a departure from the established na- 
tional policy of the United States is justified by a 
recurrence to our past history, or by sound maxims 
of government, is well worthy of consideration. 

The American people are fully aware of the grasp- 
ing and monopolizing character of the policy adopt- 
ed by the nations of Europe for the government of 
this continent. That knowledge grows out of their 
public history. It is identified with their recollection 
of the councils and achievements of the revolution, 
which was in itself an effort to emancipate this con- 
tinent from the shackles of the colonial and com- 
mercial system of Europe. So far as related to the 
territory of the United States, that attempt was suc- 
cessful. 

The establishment of our independence put an end 
to all direct contro! and interference, on the part of 
England, with the industry and commerce of the U. 
States. 

The indirect control of the colonial policy was as 
great as ever. So far as related to our commerce 
with the territories and islands adjacent to the Unit- 
ed States, we were sti!l in a state of vassalage. It is 
true that we could trade with Europe, and we had an 
equal voice in the regulation of the trade between 
the United States and the colonial possessions of Eu- 
ropean powers; but their jealousy forbade all inter- 
course which was was not exclusively regulated by 
them for the interests of the mother countries, and 
in this manner the United States was isolated and 
debarred from intercourse with all neighboring colo- 
nial possessions. 

The southern part of this continent was in pos- 
session of Spain, and her jealousy excluded all trade 
with those colonics. On the north, England exercis- 
ed a similar contro], and with the same hostility to 
American commerce. The vast and fertile valley of 
the Ohio was denied all access to the ocean, because 
the mouth of the Mississippi was owned by Spain; 
and the equally extensive and fertile shores of the 
great lakes were subjected to the same inconvenl- 
ence, because the St. Lawrence flowed past one of 
those military outposts.with which the commercial 
policy and grasping ambition of England have encir- 
cled the globe. 

Even when under the pressure of war any Europe- 











am instructed to call your attention to the following 
order adopted by the house of delegates, on the 5th 
of January, 1842. In the discharge of the duty de- 
volving upon them by this order, the committee deem 
it proper to address themselves first to you, and to 


diction of the senate, itself; and no member, however 
humble as an individual, ean consistently, with a 
becoming respect for the body, recognise or volun- 
tarily submit to any other, short af the sovereign peo- 





an power opened her colonial ports to our com- 
merce, it has been deemed an infringement of the 
principles of the colonial system, and our vessels 
have been subject to capture and condemnation for 





ple. 


participating in a trade which was stigmatized as a 
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violation of the European law of nations. The re- 
sources and commerce of this hemisphere were 
deemed the property of Europe, and all intercourse 
and trade among its inhabitants were to be wholly 
prohibited, or so regulated by her paternal legisla- 
tion as solely to promote European interests. _ 

Such a prohibition was an arbitrary exercise of 

ower, injurious to the interests and rights not only 
of the colonies; but of the United States. It was in 
contravention of the natural rights of the inhabit- 
ants of this hemisphere, and would justify them in 
resuming those rights by force whenever their in- 
terests would permit a recourse to the dernier resort 
of nations. ; 

The sagacious statesmen of the revolution felt that 
the contest was not yet atan end. The victory was 
only partially achieved. The bonds of colonial vas- 
salage had only been shaken off; but the broken bars 
and shackle-bolts still lay seattered around, encum- 
bering the ground, and obstructing our path to pros- 
perity and greatness. A system of policy was to be 
adopted which should secure to the country the sub- 
stantial fruits of independence. Among the first ob- 
jects which attracted the attention of the federal go- 
vernment was the shipping interest; and a law was 
enacted which, by a diseriminating tonnage duty, 
compensated American vessels for the burdens im- 
posed upon them by the British navigation acts, and 
enabled them to compete upon equal footing for the 
carrying trade between the two countries. 

Measures were also adopted to open the Mississip- 
pi to the trade of the rich territory beyond the Alle- 
ghanies, and to enable its productions to reach the 
ocean by the way of New Orleans. At the same 
time, steps were taken to obtain a fair share in the 
commerce between the United States and the West 
Indies; or, at all events, to put an end to the mono- 





‘rope for nearly all manufactured articles, had so far 


| the established policy of the country, and after a ve- 


fabrics began to make their appearance among our 
exports; and the United States, which, at the forma-. 
tion of the union, exported scarcely any thing except 


1 


agricultural produce, and was dependent upon Eu-, 


advanced in that branch of industry as to export in | 
1823 $3,352,000 of domestic manufactures, and in| 
1840 $10,614,000. 

Of these, the cotton manufactures, which were not 
enumerated among our exports until 1826, amounted 
to $3,550,000, and those of iron to $1,101,000. 

These indications of increased skill, which now ap- 
peared in the exports, were but faint evidences of 
the great benefits conferred upon the country by the 
establishment of manufactures athome. The supply 
of the domestic consumption vastly exceeded in im- 
portance the amount contributed to its foreign com- 
merce; and the creation of a home market for its 
produce gave a new impulse to the settlement and 
improvement of the country. The rural districts 
were enriched and enlivened by the establishment of 
single factories on the streams that had, till then, 
flowed in solitude to the sea; while the manufactur- 
ing towns, in other districts, sprung up with a vigor 
and strength that, in fifteen years, have made them 
worthy rivals of the great manufacturing towns of the | 
old world. It seemed, however, that the prosperity 
of those portions of the union which devoted them- 
selves to commercial and manufacturing pursuils ex- 
cited dissatisfaction and jealousy among the planting 
interests. An opinion began to prevail that, by ob- 
taining our supplies from domestic industry, the Ame- 
rican market for foreign fabrics would be curtailed, 
and that there would be a Jess demand for their pe- 
culiar productions abroad. Influenced by this sec- 
tional feeling, an opposition was set on foot against 


poly of that business which the British government | hement contest, in which other considerations, which 
sought to secure to its own shipping. This was ef | it is unnecessary here to recapitulate, besides those 
fected after a long and protracted contest, by the! of public policy, were mingled, the opposition so far 
passage of laws that prohibited all trade with British | prevailed as to materially modify the commercial 
colonies in which American vessels were not permit-| system adopted at the formation of the union. 

ted to participate. | The effort to regulate the trade between the Unit- 

Among the chief inconveniences to which in tyre ed States and the British West ayo ag sony Pes 9 
republic was subjected was one growing out of the! ed on the part of this government, and is now carrie 
at systems shintad by the great European pow-| on under the sole poguteeiab of British legislation. 
ers. It found on all sides an interdiction, which pre-| How far this has promoted the navigating interest 
vented it from selling in their markets such produc- | of this country may be inferred from the fact that, 
tions as it found itse)f best able peer ee : while both governments exercised a joint control abe? 

With the view of encouraging their own manufac- | the trade, nine-tenths of the commerce was carrie 
tures and industry, or to raise the means of maintain- | on in American vessels; and that since the acts of 
a rae est opt he their ee they ag 2 pommnins “ man FOOHSS: were poponies> 

ad impose ulies so high upon importations as to) jn y the proclamation o e president, the 
almost exclude us from their markets. Against the British navigator has so far gained upon the Ameri- 
productions of this country, so lately in the hands of} can as to divide the trade equally with him.* In 
colonial thraldom, and still obnoxious to the Europe- | fact, the intercourse between the colonial posses- 
an prejudice that America was an inferior portion of | sions of England and the United States is regulated 
the globe, created and cultivated solely for their nse, solely with the view of furnishing employment “ 
these impost systems bore with peculiar force. The} British tonnage; and the convenience and interests 0 
statesmen of oe old worid — + reg us 7 | these great portions of the western hemisphere, which 
the continental congress of 1776 had broken the} would be so much promoted by unrestrained com- 
thraldom, not a hobnail nor a yard of cloth could be merce, are set aside and disregarded, in order to aug- 
made in America without the consent of European) ment the maritime strength of Great Britain. The 
legislation; and England, especially, remembered that | trade with the West Indies is coerced, by burdening 
her laws prohibited any manufacturing in the colonies | the direct trade with heavy duties, into an indirect 
which could interfere with her staples, or disturb a trade through New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, in 
policy that doomed the colonists to the cultivation of | which the long voyage, or that between those pro- 
the soil, with the view of providing a market for her | vinces and the islands, is exclusively confined to Bri- 
manufactures. | tish vessels. 

It was in the face of this system—this general} In like manner, the grain trade between the wes- 
enmity—that the | commercial and manufacturing | tern states and England is inenanolane by British _? 
interests of the United States were to be built up;| vigation. The wheat that in the ordinary course o 
and the policy adopted was thatof reciprocity. We) business would come down the Erie canal, giving 





which the opposition was carried to a point. incon- 
sistent with their obligations to the union, its oppo- 
nents succeeded in obtaining from congress an act 
providing for a gradual reduction of duties until 1842, 
when they are to be brought down to 20 per. cent. on 
all articles, without reference to any of those views 
and principles which have influenced statesmen in 
imposing discriminating duties. From the gradual 
reduction that has hitherto taken place, our mecha- 
nics and manufacturers have been as yet prevented 
from feeling the full effects of unrestrained competi- 
tion with European’ Jabor. The great barrier has 
not yet been thrown down; still our merchants and 
mechanics have already felt the evil consequences of 
government’s withdrawing its parental care. The 
reduction of duties has encouraged excessive impor- 
tations of foreign manufactures; and increased the 
disorders of our currency. Extravagance in the con- 
sumption of foreign luxuries has been encouraged in 
the same degree that domestic manufactures have 
been repressed. Importations have been increased, 
and the country has grown poorer. The whole ex- 
ports of bread-stuffs from the United States in 1839 
scarcely paid for one-third of the silks imported; while 
the exported whalebone and oil, the produce of the 
labor of our hardy mariners who are engaged in the 
whale fisheries, did not pay for the cigars which were 
imported into the United States the same year.* A 
policy which produces such results can scarcely fail 
to end in general distress and national bankruptcy. 

Our importers and shipping. merchants also com- 
plain of the disregard of their interests. The ves- 
sels of other powers are supplanting ours in the trade 
between this and the South American states, and 
four-fifths of the importations of foreign goods in this 
city have fallen into the hands of French and British 
agents. 

Had this occurred in a competition where both 
parties stood upon the same footing, the same cause 
of complaint would not have existed. But such is 
not the case. The terms of the contest are unequal. 
On one side there is freedom, on the other restric- 
tion. Our ports and markets are open to other na- 
tions, while theirs are hermetically sealed to all ar- 
ticles which may come into competition with any 
branch of native industry. This state of things ought 
not to be tolerated by any independent government, 
least of all by one whose very existence grew out of 
successful opposition to the same system of commer- 
cial monopoly. Our interests as well as our honor 
require that our intercourse with foreign nations 
should be placed upon terms of equality and recipro- 
city; that it should not be regulated and controlled 
solely by foreign legislation. This was the commer- 
cial freedom aimed at by our revolutionary ancestors, 
and we, their children, ought not to be satisfied with 
less. 

In applying a remedy, practical statesmen will 
look at the actual state of trade between this coun- 
try and foreign nations. For instance, in its inter- 
course with England, a power enjoying one-half of 
our whole foreign commerce, it meets with two in- 
conveniences, resulting entirely from the commercial 
legislation of that government. The first is its co- 
lonial policy, by which the carrying trade between 
the United States and the colonies is practically con- 
fined to British vessels. To these pr¢tensions this 
country should offer a constant resistance. All the 
the territories and isiands owning a common head, or 
controlled by one government, other nations can only 
regard as one country or empire. Such is the cha- 
racter of the various states and territories represent- 
ed by the federal government at Washington; and 





proclaimed to the world that we sought free trade, employment to Ameriean millers, forwarders, mer- 

but to those that refused it we would extend retalia-| chants and mariners, is forced, by heavy discriminat- 

tion. Our statesmen seemed to have been governed | ing duties imposed upon the direct importation, into 

by the feeling that dictated the stern and stirring} the route of the St. Lawrence, to build up Kingston, 

motto of old Massachusetts: Montreal and Quebec, and to increase the overgrown 
Ense petit placidam sub libertate quietem. marine of the mistress of the seas. 


ike ; ; ; increased 
Discriminating duties were imposed upon importa-; , The commerce on. the lakes has been 


tions, having a due regard to the ability of the coun-| from almost nothing to a tonnage of half a million 


‘ac : | annually, entering the ports of the United States from 
es oom ornare berg gee ge <n Canada; ‘but the whole transportation across the At- 


great interests of the country have advanced with un an tthe shat ahiememaliaanh teh Meets , 
od rapidity. “ att Sieslan’ polized by British vessels. ' 
exampled rapidity. The navigation of the Mississip- Tho. seme opposition was made to, thé policy of 


i was obtaimed by a vigorous negotiation, which | ‘ rt eve aes 
nie than swe A meniatie ahem The flag that | fostering domestic manufactures by discriminating 











had so Jately appeared among those of independent duties, and with like success. After a contest, in 

powers swarmed in every sea, and within the first) *).,nage employed iu the trade between the United 

half century of our national existence we stand se-| S9-eg and the Britis! colonies: 

cond only to Great Britain in the amount of our com- American tonnage. 

mercial marine. Yielding to the necessity of provid- British W. Indies. British colonies. 

ing for her West India islands supplies that could) 1525 102,000 ions. 60,000 

only be drawn from the United States, England was, 1526 97,000 75,000 an eli ¥ eal 

obliged to permit our vessels to trade with the colo-| 1839 43,000 334,000 } ~ On lakes Erie 

nies upon terms approaching to equality. 1840 55,000 373,000 and Ontario. 
The exports of the country, which in 1791 only Foreign tonnage. 

amounted to $19,000,000, had increased in 1830 to| 495, 7,000 tons, 6,000 

$74,000,000, and in 1840 to $132,000,000. Afterthe| jy¢ 8,000 9,000 

modifications of the tariff, more particularly with re-| 1839 24,000 322,000 

ference to the promotion of manufactures, American’ 1840 29,000 338,000 


such, too, we ought to consider the various islands, 
provinces, and colonies controlled by the imperial 
| government at London. While we admit the right of 
| all nations to designate the ports which foreign ves- 
sels are permitted to enter, we must also regard as 
unfriendly the exercise of that right in a manner 
plainly intended to secure the greater part of the car- 
rrying drade to that party. 

The mode of retaliation, and the time when it is 
to be enforced, may depend upon many other eonsi- 
derations; but setting those aside, and no one, can 
doubt, who is jealous of his country’s rights, that 
the grasping and monopolizing character of the 
laws of England, regulating our intercourse with 
her colonies, would justify us in confining the ad- 
mission of her vessels to the ports of the Chesa- 
peake, or any other part of the union, which should 
have the effect of diminishing her share of the carry- 
ing trade. 

The second, and indeed chief inconvenience, to 
which American commerce is subjected by her laws, 











Imports. Exports. 
*1839—Silks $23,089.000 Bread stuffs $8,545,006 
Cigars 1,027,000 Rice 2,460,000 


Whale oil, bone 
and speriaceti 


candles 863,009 
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grows out of the general principle pervading her 
commercial system, by which she seeks to secure the 
supply of her own consumption to her own subjects. 
Her revenue !aws.all aim to secure her home market 
to herself. The importation of every thing that can 
be advantageously produced by British capital, or 
British industry, is either prohibited or subjected to 
heavy duties, which operate as a bounty to the British 
producer. | 
Practically, these laws exclude the agricultural 
roductions of the whole northern and western states 
rom the British market, or compel them to seek ad- 
mission under the guise of colonial produce, and with 


the view of fostering the growth of her commercial 
marine. , | 


This policy of excluding bread-stuffs from the 
British market is the more objectionable, as it was 
adopted at a time which would warrant the conclu- 
sion that it was specially intended to operate against 
the United States. Before their separation from En- 
gland, the duty on wheat imported into that island 
was merely nominal. But, directly after the forma- 
tion of the federal government, a new policy was 
adopted towards this country. The first step was to 
exclude American vessels from the colonial trade. 
The second; to impose a high duty on the importa- 
tion of bread-stufis. This was done in 1791; and it 
may be safely asserted that the corn Laws of Eng- 
land, whieh form so great an obstacle to free trade 
between the two nations, have originated as much 
out of jealousy of this country as out of a regard for 
her landed interests. Their effect certainly is to pre- 
vent those states which depend chiefly upon agricul- 
ture from paying for their importations in the pro- 
ductions which they can most readily raise; and to 
compel them either to devote their industry to other 
employments less suitable to their condition, or so to 
reduce the price of their produce as to force an ad- 
mission into the foreign market in spite of the duty. 
The operation is injurious to the grain-growing states; 
and any injury to so great and important a portion of 
the union cannot be too carefully looked into, nor too 
speedily redressed. 


The practical remedy adopted at an early period 
of our history was, by discriminating duties, to en- 
courage all manufactures esssential to our national 
independence, and to compensate for the loss of a 
market abroad by promoting a variety of employ- 
ments in the country, and thus creating a market at 
home. 


The results of this policy are manifest to all. In- 
deed, it would be difficult to find a more forcible il- 
lustration of the advantages of this policy than is af- 
forded by the contrast between those states whose 
citizens have adopted a variety of employments and 
those that have devoted themselves to agricultural 
pursuits during the late convulsions of the commer- 
cial world. While the planting and agricultural 
states have been (and are still) in the greatest distress 
from the low price of their staples, which they are 
obliged to-sacrifice to pay for their foreign importa- 
tions, the manufacturing states, more independent of 
supplies from abroad, experienced but little difficulty, 
and no actual distress. 

The question now to be decided by the American 
people is, whether this policy shall be given up, and 
the commerce and manufactures of this country aban- 
doned by a governnient which was established chiefly 
for their protection, to the care and guardianship of 
foreign legislation. 


The argument used in favor of the abandonment 
of this policy is, that it conflicts with the principles 
of free trade. If these advocates of free trade could 
show that those powers with whom we had commer- 
cial relations practised upon that theory in their in- 
tercourse with the United States, there might be some 
ground for urging upon this country an adherence to 
its maxims. But such is not the fact. The great ma- 
ritime powers of the world have surrounded them- 
selves with a commercial quarantine. 


England takes nothing from the United States that 
she can produce at home, and France is equally care- 
ful to protect her own subjects from American com- 
petition. Our trade now chiefly consists in purchas- 
ing from them freely all that we require; and then 
the, productions of our industry are forced off in all 
markets to which they are admitted, in order to pro- 
vide the means of discharging the debt incurred to | 
those countries. In sucha state of commercial in- 
tercourse, our conformity to the theory of free trade 
is but exposing our interests, without defence, to the 
systematic assault of open enemies. It is relying 
upon the pacific principle of non-resistance as asure 
protection against a world in arms. Under sucha 
policy our citizens are influenced or controlled in| 
the direction of their industry, not by the force of | 
natural causes, but by legislation, alien in its charac- | 
ter and hostile in its views. So far as the hope of a | 
foreign market is to influence them in the choice of ' 


selves tothe p 
admission in that market. 

So far as these laws now operate upon the United 
States, they confine their citizens to the cultivation 
of the soil, and even such productions are received 
only in araw or unmanufactured state. Nor is this 
the worst view of the question. The grain-growing 
states, whose agricultural productions amount to 
nearly twice as much as those of the planting states, 
are interdicted from sending any poriion of the re- 
sults of their industry to pay for their consumption 
of foreign goods. The consequence is, a forced and 
unnatural course of trade, deeply injurious to more 
than three-fifths of the union, in point of numbers, 
and a much greater proportion, when wealth and re- 
sources are taken into consideration. 

To compensate them for the loss of a foreign mar- 
ket, the revenue laws have co-operated with the 
laws of political economy, in creating a domestic 
market. : 

Our fellow citizens have been induced, by discri- 
minating duties, to adopt other employments; and 
those who are thus drawn from the cultivation of the 
soil become consumers of the productions of those 
who remain. 

For the greater portion of the time since the 
adoption of this policy, a large portion of the com- 
munity have become manufacturers and mechanics, 
and agricultural produce, which before that event 
was too low to compensate the farmer, has found a 
market at home at good prices. 

Nor has this advantage been counterbalanced by a 
corresponding advance inthe imported articles, to 
the manufacture of which our countrymen have 
been induced to apply themselves. Whether it has 
been owing to domestic competition, as asserted by 
the friends of domestic industry, or to other causes, 
as has been maintained by their opponents, it is cer- 
tainly true that the chief articles, whose production 
in this country has been encouraged by discriminat- 
ing or protecting duties, have been lower in the U. 
States since the adoption of the protective tariff. 
For instance, cotton and woollen cloths, bituminous 
coal, have all fallen cons*derably in price since 1824; 
and the last article has fallen in the face ofan ad- 
vance in Engiand. Indeed, it does not require much 
sagacity to foresee that the production of an article 
here must operate against the foreign manufacturer; 
nor to infer that if the United States had imported 
from Europe all the articles that the protective sys- 
tem has induced us to produce at home, they would 
have been compelled to buy them at greatly enhanc- 
ed prices, and that our indebtedness abroad and com- 
mercial distress would have been much increased, 
In fact, it may be advanced as an axiom in political 
economy, that no great and populous country can be 
dependent on foreign countries for either of the 
great articles of national consumption—food, cloth- 
ing, or fuel. They may import a portion of any, or 
all of them; buta reliance on foreign industry for 
the greater part of these chief necessaries for man, 
imposes a restraint on the growth of the country, 
which must for ever prevent it from taking rank in 
the first class of nations. Since the United States 
have approximated to that rank, their ability to sup- 
ply themselves with those articles has greatly in- 
creased under the encouragement and protection of 
our national policy, and they have been thus enabled 
to sustain themselves in their onward career. 

For instance, the domestic trade in anthracite 
coal commenced in 1825, and it has now grown to 
the enormous amount of one million of tons annual- 
ly; sufficient to employ double the tonnage employed 
in the trade between this country and Great Britain 
in transporting it to the United States; and it is 
scarcely necessary to observe, that such a demand 
must have made a serious impression on the coal 


‘market in England. Our dependence on foreign ma- 


nufactories for woollen and cotton cloths, has also 
been diminished. In 1830, just before adequate pro- 
tection was given to the woollen manufacture, Great 
Britain exported 101,294 pieces of woollen cloths to 
the United States, and in 1840 this exportation had 


| fallen off to 46 945 pieces. 


In the article of cottons, the triumph of the Ame- 
rican manufacturer is still more complete. In 1825, 
the year when a similar degree of protection was 
given to that branch of industry, so much of the do- 
mestic consumption was supplied from abroad that the 
importation of white cottons amounted to $3,326,000, 
and the printed cottons to $7,710,000. Since then 
there has been a gradual reduction, and last year the 
importation of white cottons amounted to but 917,000 





dollars, and those printed to $3,894,000. We have, 
too, become competitors in this article for the foreign 
market. Our exportationsof cotton cloths of Ame- 
rican manufacture, which did not then appear inour 
list of exportations, now almost equals the importa- 
tion, amounting last year to $3,550,000. 


employments, they are compelled to devote them- 
uction of such articles as can find 





i 





Are we to pause in this career? Are we to recede 
from this position? Is the policy which has produced 
such results, filled our land with manufacturing yil- 
lages and towns, and brought about a state of pros- 
perity and happiness rarely equalled among nations 
to be totally abandoned? , : 


An abandonment of the policy would bring the la- 
bor of Europe into direct competition with our own, 
and expose us to all the fluctuation and occasional 
distress to which the manufacturing population of 
the Old World is subjected. The first result would 
be, to compel the American operative to work for 
the same wages with the underfed and overworked 
laborer of Europe, remunerated for his unremitting 
toil at a rate hardly sufficient for a scanty support, 
and sustained in adverse seasons by a pauper allow- 
ance from the parish. Stich is the natural and ine- 
vitable effect of unrestrained competition. This he 
must do or abandon his business. But to what em- 
ployment would he resort? The same competition 
and the same fate would attend him in the shop of 
the mechanic; and the mechanics, as well as the 
manufacturers, must expect to be brought down to 
the same wages as those of Europe, or to adopt some 
pursuit where they will not be exposed to European 
competition. If they devote themselves to agricul- 
ture, it is possible that the fertility of the soil and 
the low price of land might enable them to compete 
with the European cultivator; but such an increase of 
agricultural produce in our market must inevitably 
reduce the price at home, until they shall be driven 
back to the workshop with depressed spirits, and at 
such a rate of wages as will enable the American 
manufacturers to compete with the European. 


It is no answer to this to say that our agricultural 
produce can be sent to a foreign market. This can- 
not take place until its price issolow that it becomes 
profitable to sell it abroad in the face of an onerous 
duty, intended to be prohibitory. That is, until the 
American farmer is willing to pay three or four dol- 
lars per barrel on flour towards the support of a fo- 
reign government, in order to have the privilege of 
selling it at the current price. 


The policy of free trade, as advocated by these new 
teachers, aims at a reduction of wages in the United 
States; or, in other words, to place the American and 
the European laborer upon the footing of free com- 
petition. Such is the proposition, and no reasoning 
can avoid the conclusion that an abandonment of the 
protective tariff would produce a general reduction 
of wages in the United States. 


It is unimportant whether this results from imme- 
diate competition in branches of manufactures that 
continue to be carried on, or from a retinquishment 
of many now prosecuted, and the devotion of the la- 
bor and capital thus released to the prosecution of 
those which would be still kept up, except that the 
latter mode would cause greater confusion and dis- 
tress. It is undeniable that such a result must follow 
an abandonment of our long established national poli- 
cy; and the immediate consequence of any great 
prostration of our mechanical pursuits, resulting 
from such a change, would be to render the country 
dependent on other nations for essential supplies, 
without any diminution of price, except for the short 
period required for the overthrow of our own manu- 
factures. ‘By this implicit adherence to the theory 
of free trade on our part, without requiring it from 
others, it is not pretended that any reduction in 
prices is to be effected except by a reduction of 
wages. A reduction in wages Is the ultimate end to 
be accomplished. This is the great object, for the 
achievement of which our factories are to be pros- 
trated and our workshops shut up. 


Are the people of the United States desirous of 
such a result? Upon the existing rate of wages in 
this country depends much of the peculiar structure 
of society. It is owing to the higher compensation 
of labor that the mass of our laboring population are 
‘*nabled to educate themselves, and to maintain their 
families in a state of comfort and happiness unknown 
to the operatives of other nations. ‘This makes them 
a free and independent nation—not merely indepen- 
dent of foreign control, but in their individual feel- 
ings and habits of thinking and acting. To this they 
owe that state of contentment and tranquillity which 
has preserved the country from domestic commo- 
tions, rebellions and civil wars—-that conservative 
spirit and respect for the law which has proved a 
more efficient guardian of the public peace than 
standing armies or legions of military police. To this 
they owe the enlightened spirit which, in spite of oc- 
casional outbreaks of party feeling, has predominated 
in our public councils, and guided us to a position 
among the powers of the earth that makes us alike an 
object of jealousy and dread to despotic governments, 
and a beacon of hope to the friends of liberal institu- 
tions. Labor here is honorable; and the chief men 
in our republic are all indebted for their rank, and 
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the respect paid them by their countrymen, to the 
unremitting industry by which their fortunes have 
been built up. 

The higher rate of compensation given in the U. 
States to labor, is the chief cause of attraction to the 
enterprising and industrious of older nations; and it 
has made this country the asylum not merely of those 
oppressed by political or religious intolerance, but 
of that more numerous class, who, by adverse circum- 
stances and the iron grasp of poverty, are prevented 
from obtaining an honest maintenance in their native 
Jand. n truth, it is to this very cause that we owe 
nearly all that distinguishes us from othér countries; 
and far, far distant be the day which diminishes the 
compensation of labor, so as to reduce the free Ame- 
rican laborer to the same dependent and wretched 
condition in which aristocratic institutions and unjust 
laws have placed the operatives of Europe. 

All that is paid by the property of the country for 
the protection of domestic industry and the reward 
of American labor is not a useless expenditure. It is 
a contribution for the maintenance of our republican 
institutions; an expense incurred to increase the me- 
chanical and manufacturing skill of the country;a 
tax paid for the support and education of that class, 
which, like a broad foundation, sustains the super- 
structure of the state; and he cannot be regarded as a 
friend of the republic who advocates a policy that 
will curtail the wages of the free American laborer, 
and bring him down to a level with the overworked 
and degraded operative of the old world. 

On this point we take issue with our opponents, 
and we call upon all Americans who are zealous for 
the independence and prosperity of their country to 
aid us in our efforts; to collect and circulate informa- 
tion upon those important subjects, until public opi- 
nion shall exhibit itself in a fixed resolve to protect 
and cherish American inierests. Let the popular 
will show itself determined to promote those views, 
which were deliberately adopted at the formation of 
our government by Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, 
Madison, and the other patriots, who then met in this 
city to put in operation the free institutions which 
their wisdom had contrived and their valor had es- 
tablished. To the people, and them firstly and lastly, 
we appeal to carry out this policy, and by their en- 
lightened and deliberate determination to vindicate, 
through their chosen agents, their commercial inde- 
pendence and the rights of American industry against 
the insidious and hostile legislation of foreign go- 
vernments. To promote domestic interests, the home 
league was established, without reference to former 
party distinctions; and to impress upon our public re- 
presentatives the propriety of guarding and promot- 
ing those interests our efforts will be directed. The 
occasion is pe were and the necessity urgent, and 
we call upon all who love their own country above 
all others, who prefer domestic to foreign interests, 
to unite their exertions to ours, until the concentrat- 
ed efforts of the advocates and friends of American 
interests shall be crowned with complete success, and 
a policy truly American and national be found to pre- 
vail in every department of our government. 

JOSEPH BLUNT, 
C. C. HAVEN, 
JOHN TRAVERS, 
WM. B. KINNEY, 
New York, 1842. JAMES TALLMADGE. 


enced much financial and commercial embarrass- 
ment. But at no period has it been so suddenly pre- 
cipitated from an apparently high state of prosperity 
to the lowest point of depression, as at the present 
time. The committee will not attempt an enumera- 
tion of the causes which have led to this disastrous 
result. But they take leave to say, that amongst 
them an inflated and deranged condition of the cur- 
rency is the most prominent. There may be a differ- 
ence of opinion as to how this inflation and disar- 
rangement have been produced. All, however, will 
agree, that the excess in trade and business conse- 
quent upon such a state of things is, in some sort, in- 
cident to our system of credit; a system which is a 
characteristic feature of our free institutions. In an 
attempt to correct these excesses, the committee 
would wish to preserve and regulate, but not destroy 
the system itself. The efforts which have heretofore 
been made to correct them, have always encountered 
one grand obstacle in the difference of opinion which 
has prevailed in the community as to the kind of cor- 
rective, and the manner in which it should be appli- 
ed. This has led, in some instances, to a reorgani- 
zation, anda hostile array of political parties; and the 
great question of regulating the currency of the coun- 
try has formed the issue upon which, for some years 
past, the most violent political battles have been 
fought. Experience has shown that in such contests 
the business of the country must always be derang- 
ed. And the greater the sincerity with which the | 
war is waged, on the one side and the other, the fier- 

cer will be the conflict, and the more disastrous the 

consequences, as long as the great matter in differ- 

ence remains unsettled. There can be no peace, no 

prosperity, until it bé settled. Other questions upon 

which political parties divide are comparatively 

harmless. No matter how violent the contest, the 

business of the country is not affected by it. Amidst 

the excitement of the public mind, the country pur- 

sues its onward march to prosperity ind"greatness.— 

But the instant the question of currency becomes the 

issue, it is felt, like an electric shock, from one ex- 

tremity of the union to the other. 


It behooves, then, every good and patriotic citizen 




















His inquiry should be, not what ought to be done, 


safe keeping and disbursement of the public revenue, 
and thereby, incidentally, aid in furnishing a uniform 
currency, and equalizing the exchanges. 


This is deemed the right and duty of the govern- 
ment; and the only question which remains is, how 
shall it be done? 

Different modes have been proposed and tried.— 
They are, first, a bank of the United States: second- 
ly, the state bank deposite system: and, thirdly, the 
sub-treasury. 

The first, a bank of the United States, is at this 
time —T out of the question. The history of the 
past year shows that a charter for such an institution 
cannot be obtained, however desirable it may be 
deemed by many; and the state of the times demon- 
strates that, if obtained, its stock could not be taken 
up, so as to put it in successful operation. 


The second, the state bank deposite system, was 
discarded and put down by its most prominent friends 
—those who were foremost in establishing it—before 
it had received a fair trial, as others of its advocates 
believe. All, however, concur in saying that it can- 
not be re-established. 


The third, the sub-treasury, as the committee be- 
lieve, was signally condemned by the people; and 
congress, in accordance with the popular will, took 
the earliest opportunity to repeal it. 


The committee cannot, therefore, anticipate any 
state of things in which either of these discarded sys- 
tems can for a long time, if ever, be revived. Years 
may elapse before those who have the strongest pre- 
dilections for either can be gratified; and perhaps 
that time will never arrive. Be that as it may, they 
are each of them, at present, far enough beyond our 
reach. Why, then, shall we vainly attempt to clutch 
after a thing which constantly eludes our grasp?— 
Shall we permit the country to suffer under its pre- 
sent embarrassments because we cannot bring to its 
aid our favorite mode of relief? And more especial- 
ly shall we permit this when that mode cannot be 
attained? The committee think not; and this brings 
them to the consideration of the planof a fiscal agent 
recommended vy the president, reported on by the 


to lend his aid in the settlement of this question.— | secretary of the treasury, and referred to them by 


order of the senate. 





but what can be done? He should be prepared to sur- 
render his individual opinions, if necessary, in order 
that some system may be adopted which’shall promise 
stability and permanency in relation to this all-ab- 
sorbing subject. The distresses of the country are 
beyond much furtherendurance. The people through- 
out the extent of this broad land cry aloud for relief. 
Thousands and thousands of our fellow citizens have 
been prostrated by the calamities of the times which 
have overtaken them. They have been suddenly re- 
duced from affluence to want. Their property, 
which, under ordinary circumstances, would have 
been ample to meet all engagements and leave a 
competency to themselves and families, has been 
most cruelly Sacrificed. .Others, who have survived 
the fearful wreck of the hopes of thousands, are still 
suffering by a disordered currency, and the unregula- 
ted exchanges beween distant points. The one class 
looks to the settlement of this question as a means of 
once more engaging in a successful business; the other 
looks to it as a means of profitably carrying on the 
business in which they are already engaged. All 
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT. 
Monpay, Fesruary 2], 1842. 


Mr. Tatumanee, from the select committee on the 
report from the treasury and so much of the presi- 
dent’s message as relates to a fiscal agent, delivered 
in the following report, which he read at the clerk’s 


table: 


The select committee, to whom was referred the 
“report from the secretary of the treasury communi- 
cating a plan of a fiscal agent of the government,” 


Jespectfully report: 


That they have given the subject that consideration 
Which its importance demands, and now present to 
the senate some of the views which have brought 


them to the conclusion to which they have arrived. 


‘Lhe committee do not intend to go into an elabo- 
The late 


rate argument in favor of such a measure. 
period at which this subject was referred to them, 
and the anxiety of the public mind for speedy action 
on it, has left them but little time, amidst their other 
pressing engagements, to prepare an extended report. 
hey, therefore, content themselves with reporting a 
bill to establish a fiscal agent of the government, ac- 
companied by such remarks upon its leading features 
ad principles as seem to be called for by the occa- 
sion. 

Since the adoption of the constitution of govern- 


look to congress for that relief which congress alone 
has the power to grant. ° 


By relief, it is not meant that congress can furnish 
means to cancel the indebtedness into which the com- 
munity has been plunged; but, by aiding the curren- 
| cy and exchanges of the country, it may enable the 

people, not already in hopeless despondency, to Jiqui- 
date their own debts. With such aid, the productive 
industry of the country will, in due time, wipe out 
every trace of distress that was left by the desolating 
fury of the storm which has swept over the land; and 
our great object should now be, to adopt such mea- 
sures as will protect us from its ravages in future. 


The ruinous rates of exchange result essentially 
from a depreciated paper circulation. If the curren- 
cy can be made sound and uniform, it will, of itself, 
go very far, and with the facilities which the general 
government can give, will effectually regulate the ex- 
changes. 


The great evil under which the country now labors 


is the want of a uniform currency and an equaliza- 
tion of the exchanges. 

Can the general government remedy this evil?7— 
This government. must have some mode to collect, 
keep and disburse its revenue. This involves both 
the question of currency and exchange: 1. A sound 
currency to receive in payment of public dues. 2.— 
Exchange to transmit to distant points the revenues 
of the government in payment of the public creditor. 


The committee propose, then, to adopt a system, 





ment under which we live, the country has experi- 


on the part of this government, for the collection, 


The prominent objections to this plan, as indicated 
by the opinions expressed in the senate on the mo- 
tion for reference, are, 1. The patronage and power 
which it gives to the executive; 2. The purchase of 
bills of exchange; 3. The issue of treasury notes on 
the credit of the government. Can these objections 
be obviated or removed: And, if they can, will the 
system be efficient for the purposes for which it is 
intended? The committee unhesitatingly answer both 
these questions in the affirmative, and proceed brief- 
ly to consider the objections. 

1. As to executive patronage. and power. 

The patronage under this system consists in ap- 
pointment to office and the power in the removal 
trom office. These objections will lie, to greater 
or less extent, to any system which can be adopt- 
ed. But the committee think, under the modifica- 
tions proposed, they will be substantially obviated.— 
The president, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, appoints three commissioners, who form the 
board of exchequer. These commissioners are re, 
movable only with the concurrence of the senate 
and for physical inability, incompetency, or neg- 
lect or violation of duty. They are, therefore, in- 
dependent of any improper executive influence, if 
any should be attempted to be exercised over them. 
The number of agencies is to be determined by the 
board of exchequer; but to be limited to as few as 
the exigencies of the service will admit, and in no 
case to exceed two in any state or territory. The 
probability is, that, with the exception of one or two 
states, there would be no necessity for more than 
one agency to each, and in many instances even that 
night be dispensed with; and these agencies may be 
the sound specie paying banks of the states, where 
it would not be desirable for the agency to receive 
deposites, or to accept or sell bills or drafts on ac- 
count of the board of exchequer, which banks, act- 
ing as agents, are prohibited to do. In all these 
cases there would be no officers to be appointed, and 
the selection of the specie paying banks, as agents, 
would be made by the board of exchequer, who, it 
has been already shown, are independent of execu- 
tive influence. The only officers, then, to be appoint- 
ed, would be at the agencies established, at some of 
the mcst important commercial points. These are 
to be appointed by the secretary of the treasury, on 
the recommendation of the board of exchequer, and 
the secretary of the treasury appoints, on like recom- 
mendation, such inferior officers of the board as in 
the judgment of the board the transaction of its busi- 
ness may require. 

Any of the officers of the agencies may be remov- 
ed by the secretary of the treasury, on the recom- 
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into the system which is not proposed to be done. The secretary of the treasury proposes to issue| namely, that of driving specie out of the country. q = 

The committee, however, propose in another mode $15,000,000 of treasury notes, founded on a specie | On the contrary, the specie would remain under the , wil 
to confer substantially the same benefits without} #5!s 2 one Pingesc pay hap Wey cae Tikes 00 custody of the government for their redemption; pes 
any of the risks. This can be accomplished by au- currency convertible into specie in the rates of three | and whilst these notes would form a more active’ Aer 
thorising the exchequer and its agencies to saih and | dollars of paper, to one of specie. In ordinary bank-| and convenient circulating medium for the people a 
collect bills of exchange. In this there is no possible ing operations this is deemed a perfectly safe ratio. | than the specie they represent, the specie would re- to # 
heserd. In truth, the circulation of most banks is not regu- main at rest, and not be exposed to the casualties of ° | 

1. As to selling. This may be done, either by one lated by the specie in their vaults. Their issues are | circulation, by which it is often irrecoverably lost to be 
agency drawing a bill on another, on payment of the sometimes in proportion tocapital, andsometimes gra-| the world. In this view of the matter, the commit- : 
amount and premium in specie, or by accepting the duated by discounts. The ratio, however, of three| tee see no objection to an issue of specie notes of a re 
bill payable at the agency where drawn, as will best to one has always been deemed safe in banking ope-| denomination corresponding to the small note cireu- 
comport with the state of accounts bnteveen them, | "ations. But would it be a safe principle for the go-|lationof the banks. Being free from all possible ms 
and best promote the interests of all parties. This| VeT™ent to adopt in regard to any paper it may is-jrisk, and in no way obnoxious to the objections of 
will answer all the purposes of buying or discounting | 84° to circulate as currency? The committee think | which are made to those notes, they would be pecu- : da 
bills of exchange. Buying or discounting bills on San erry = the government ceecer, peowies wor a and beneficial to that most useful lat 
time is, in other words, a mode of anticipating funds. g cs and emergencies as individuals, or|and respectable class, to wit: the small dealers and ; 
The legitimate object of a bill of scheme is not to} 25. banks controlled by individuals, cando. However | day-laborers throughout the country. They would ws 
anticipate, but to remit funds. These funds may be faithful and honest they may be, and however consci- | fee] that whilst government is providing a currency af 
remitted, without the hazard, on the part of the go- entiously they may intend to discharge their duties, | of undoubted credit and safety for the larger busi- an 
vernment, of the purchase of the bill, and at the they have not the interest nor the means to provide | ness interests of the community, it is not unmindful re 
same time accommodate equally well the individual te! ee meee of small means and of more humble occu- tic 
to whom they belong. For example, if a merchant} Individuals interested in, and concerned in, the | P@ton. : 0 
in a ae funds in ero for —_ Ave mpnngrenters ot ag are agen ees out and ee the proposed system, there is to be no pow- 2 
is entitled to draw at sixty days, he may direct his| providing in advance for any sudden demand upon |er of discount, in any shape whatever. That must io 
correspondent there, at the end of that time, to de- them for specie. And with all their interest, sagaci- | be left to the local institutions. To them it more ap- 
posite the amount in the agency at that place, and| ty, and vigilance, they are not always able to provide | propriately belongs. Those institutions would feel ti 
send him a bill at sight on the agency at New York, | 2gainst a suspension of specie payments. Will the| the salutary influence of the operations of the ex- ce 
where he can receive the amount on presentation of officers of government be any better able to provide | chequer, in the frequent settlement of balances, and 
the bill. In the mean time, if he wishes to anticipate | against it? There might be a sudden and unexpected | the consequent restraint upon overissues and exces- 
his funds, he can get his note done at one of the local | demand which would drain an agency at once of its; sive circulation. Its tendency would be to confine Kc 
banks, whose business it is to discount, and rely upon | Specie. There might be a systematic operation and | their discounts to business instead of accommodation > 
the bill of his correspondent at Cincinnati to meet it} combination, from political or other motives, to ac-| paper—the only safe rule in fact for banking opera- u 
at maturity. cumulate the notes ofan agency, and to present them | tions. Under such a rule, there would be no danger “ 

2. As to collecting, the committee propose to au-} suddenly and unexpectedly for redemption, and for| to the community from their contractions and expan- 4 - 
thorise the board of exchequer and its agencies, un-| the express purpose of compelling it to suspend spe-| sions. . 7 
der regulations to be prescribed by the board, to re-| cie payments. The effect would be not only todestroy| The 5a Taek sian 
ceive and collect such drafts and bills of exchange as| the credit of the government, but-to disgrace it in the | siness a the trarbee erthe wahen ns oo by ~ oo y 
may be deposited with them for that purpose, drawn | €yes aia ces ca The government should not be so] jt, Their circulation oid be socreasedat tate 
on any place where an office of the exchequer may | €Xposed. Its credit should always be beyond an war w sf : 
be established; but that no advance or saonend shail possible contingency. : were Sewerd. to ‘tharket a woud fTarnish. the . 
be made poorer a pe or bill until it shall have been| The committee, therefore, propose that no paper | means of getting. it there; and it would contract : 
a. co “igen » a ae ch oy nde of such collec- shall be issued on the credit of the government to| again when those operations have been performed, ' 
tion, we eS otewes ot " ft paid over to the per-| circulate as currency; but that a paper may be issued| and the business has been consummated. This , 
-— = ed to arpa hem, after deducting reason- for that purpose, bassed upon specie on hand, dollar| would be a sound and healthy action of the banking : 
S00 CON 6 ! _ | for dollar, and that the amount of such paper in cir-| system, and would be much promoted by the practi- 

The facilit fforded by th t P y P 

e facilities afforded by this system for selling) culation shall not in any case, nor under any circum- | cal operations of the exchequer. 
and collecting exchange will promote the interests! stances, exceed the amount of specie holden for its} Would this system furnish a wniform currency? If 
of the whole country equally well with the power to! redemption ; ’ ‘+ i 4 J 
ehahese end iit the onan tind uave'the government! Te ption. Be ns . by a uniform currency it is meant that the general 
a ie naoaitiiihan of thes oe lechurd a ent) e paper thus issued is called specie notes, as be-| government shall undertake to furnish an amount of 
to y , ing a currency based o.. specie, and contradistinguish- | currency adequate to the wants of the whole coun- 
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try, the committee answer, no. It neither has the 
ower nor the ability todo so. No measure which 
congress can adopt, whether it be in the shape of a}: 
national bank or otherwise, can supply an hundred 
millions or more of currency to meet the existing or 
increasing wants of the community—wants increas- 
ing by the rapid increase of population and the con- 
sequent augmentation of the products of domestic 
industry. From the adoption of the constitution to 
the present time, the states have furnished by far the 
greater portion of this currency, and they will con- 
tinue to furnish it. Theirright to do so cannot be 
superseded by any action on the part of this govern- 
ment. All that congress can do, is to infuse into the 
great mass of the circulating medium of the coun- 
try a currency issued under its authority, and of such 
undoubted credit, that, with the local currency of 
the states, when restored to asound condition, shall 
together form a uniform currency throughout the 
country. 

The currency of the local specie-paying banks in 
sound condition is as good for all practical purposes, 
within the sphere of its circulation, as any currency 
which this government can issue. But such a circu- 
Jation cannot extend beyond that sphere, and main- 
tain itself alongside of such a currency as is propos- 
ed to be issued on the part of the government. The 
experience and observation of every. one demon- 
strate that a local currency, however sound, cannot 
have that universal credit which would attach to a 
currency of the general government, founded on a 
specie basis, and carrying with it the responsibility of 
the government for the safe custody of the specie 
which it represents. Neither would a local currency, 
though founded on a similar basis, possess that uni- 
versal credit. And perhaps the most concise reason 
which can be given is, that one is local andthe other 
general. To the general government the people of 
the whole country look—to the state government the 
people of the state look. The credit of the one, so 
far as currency is concerned, is universal; the credit 
of the other is local. 

The currency of the New York banks, and the 
currency of the Kentucky banks, when paying spe- 
cie, is as good for all practical purposes, within their 
respective re of circulation, as a government 
currency. The same may be said of any other dis- 
tant points. All that is wanting, then, to make a uni- 
form currency over the whole union, is one of such 
undoubted credit, and so universally known, that it 
will be as good in New York as in Kentucky, and as 
good in Maine as in Arkansas: a currency which, 
for travel and remittance, will enable one to go or 
send from one of these spheres of local circulation 
toanother. ‘This the proposed government currency 
would do; and it would require but a moderate 
amount, compared with the whole circulation of the 
country. This amount would be furnished: 1. By 
the disbursement of the public revenues, in specie 
notes in payment to the public creditor, and which 
would be preferred by him to coin: 2. By the issue 
of such notes, on the deposites of specie by indivi- 
duals, for the purpose of entering into general circu- 
lation. The greater amountof these specie notes 
would be issued from the agencies at the great com- 
mercial emporiums of the country, and would have 
a universal credit throughout the union. The receipt 
and disbursement of twenty-five millions of public 
revenue, annually, would keep up an active circula- 
tion of an amount adequate to the disbursement of 
so large a sum; and which amount, with that which 
would be issued on private deposites, and in connex-| 
ion with the selling and collecting of exchange, 
would be fully adequate, with a sound local circula- 
tion, to furnish a uniform currency throughout the 
country. 

There would be no difficulty in keeping a sufficient 
amount in circulation to answer all the purposes for 
which they are intended. Although two-thirds or 
three-fifths of the revenue from customs is col- 
lected inthe city of New York, still there is buta 
comparatively small portion of it disbursed there. 
The large disbursements of the government are made 
in the west, for Indian treaties, Indian annuities, for 
the army, for military roads, fortifications and forts, 
for the improvement of lakes, harbors, and the 
channels of rivers, for the great variety of expenses 
for public buildings, internal improvements, and the 
civil administration of the territories, with thou- 
sands of other disbursements which cannot be enu- 
merated. All these would undoubtedly be paid in 
the specie notes of the exchequer. And, although 
they are receivable for public dues, and the natural 
tendency would be to. follow the course of trade to 
the Atlantic cities, still there would be counteracting 
causes to retain them there. 

A large amount would be retained for land- office 
money; and the smaller denominations, having en- 
tered into circulation amongst the people, would be 








reigners from the continent of Europe. 


cal currency on which they might 


estimated amount of several millions; and which, in 


nience and undoubted credit; and even the amount 
which should find its way to the Atlantic cities in 
ayment of public dues, would at once be thrown 
ack upon the west, in payment of the public credi- 
tors. The west would also recieve a very large 
amount of this circulation from the emigrants of 
New England, New York, Virginia, and other At- 
lantic states, as well as from the vast influx of fo- 
All would 
deposite their specie in the Atlantic agencies, and 
take, in lieu of it, the specie notes of the exchequer. 
On their arrival in the west, they would pay them 
into the land offices, instead of being subjected to 
the expense and risk of carrying specie, or any lo- 
e compelled to 
pay a large discount to procure specie. They would 
also use these specie notes in all their disbursements 
for the purchase of stock and for the improvement 
of their farms. Again, the easiern merchants would 
send these specie notes to pay their purchases of the 
products of the west. It seems to the committee 
that the west would have an abundant share of this 
government currency, and, in connexion with the 
benefits which it would derive from exchanges, that 
its interests would be peculiarly promoted by the es- 
tablishment of this system. 

This paper circulation, based upon specie, dollar 
for dollar, will not add to the circulating medium of 
the country. The committee have heretofore shown 
that. it ought not to add toit. But it has many ad- 
vantages over specie: amongst those advantages are 
the following: 

1. It will be the means of drawing forth from its 
hiding places specie that has been hoarded, to the 


its present condition, is of no use to its possessor nor 
to the country. The lack of confidence in indivi- 
duals and banks as safe depositories; which caused 
this retirement of specie, will yield at once to the 
unbounded confidence inspired by the exchequer, 
where specie notes are issued on a deposite of specie, 
and the safe custody of the deposite is guarantied by 
the government for the redemption of the notes. 

2. In the ratio of the increased velocity and eco- 
nomy which paper affords over specie, and to which 
may be added the high credit of this paper, it will 
impart a great activity, and consequently éffective- 
ness to the circulating medium. 

3. The local banks may be induced, toa great ex- 
tent, to substitute this paper for their own. 

4. It will prevent the depreciation of specie, by 
abrasion, whilst in circulation. 

5. It will prevent its total loss to the country and 
to the world by shipwreck and other casualties. 

6. It will afford the most convenient, safe and 
valuable currency for iravel. 

7. It will be the best and safest remittance by mail, 
from one end of the union to the other, for the pay- 
ment of newspapers and periodicals, and other things 
requiring smal] sums, without the possibility of loss 


~ 


board, and to remove them for physical inabili- 
ty, incompetency, neglect or violation of duty, 
on like recommendation. 


IV. The exchequer and its officers to be the general 


agents of the government for receiving, safe- 
keeping and disbursing the public moneys.— 
The public moneys from all sources received 
to be paid into the exchequer and its agencies. 


V. The exchequer and agencies to receive on de- 


posite gold or silver coin, or bullion, and to is- 

sue specie notes for the same, to be redeemed 

at the agency where issued. Said notes to be 

prepared by the secretary of the treasury, sign- 

ed by the treasurer, and countersigned by the 
president of the board of exchequer, and made 

payable to the order of the principal agent, and 

endorsed by him when issued at such agency. 


VI. The exchequer and agencies, on the deposite of 


gold or silver coin, or bullion, to draw and ac- 
cept bills of exchange, and to receive a pre- 
mium not exceeding two per centum. Also, 
to collect drafts or bills, but to make no ad- 
vance or payment till advised of the collection, 
and to charge a reasonable commission for col- 
lection and exchange. 

VII. All specie notes issued, either in payment of the 

public creditor, or on the deposites of indivi- 

duals, never to exceed the actual amount of 
specie on hand for their redemption, dollar for 
dollar. 

VIII. Dues to the United States to be paid in gold or 
silver coin, in specie notes, or in the notes of 
banks immediately convertible into specie at 
the place where received. The exchequer and 
agencies to settle weekly, or oftener, the ba- 
lances with the banks. 

IX. The exchequer and agencies to keep separate and 
distinct sets of books; to enter and record in one 
set all transactions respecting the collection, 
keeping, and disbursing of the public revenue, 
and transmitting the public money from place to 
place, for the service of the government; and in 
another, all transactions and accounts arising 
from the operations in exchange and other 
transactions not on government account. 

X. The exchequer may appoint as agent any specie 
paying bank; but such bank is not authorised to 
reczive private deposites, or to accept or sell 
bills or drafts, on account of the exchequer. — 

XI. The exchequer and agencies to act as commis- 
sioners of loans and pension agents, and gene- 
rally to render all facilities in transferring and 
disbursing the public funds. Full and exact 
accounts of the board and agencies to be fur- 
nished to the secretary of the treasury, and he 
to report to congress. Necessary rooms and 
vaults to be provided. Sureties to be taken, 
penalties prescribed, and strict examinations 
made. 

The details of the above plan are fully carried out 





by depreciation to those who receive it. | 

8. It will tend to regulate the banks, and, by a 
frequent settling of balances, to bring them up to a 
sound ‘circulation. 

9. It will do much towards regulating exchanges, 
by means of its favorable action on the local cur-| 
rency. 

In the view which the committee have thus far 
taken of the plan of a fiscal agent submitted by the 
secretary of the treasury, they have suggested cer- 
tain important modifications; and in order to give the 
senate a more concise and connected view of the 
system, as they propose to modify it, they submit the 
following 


PLAN. 

I. A board to be established in the treasury depart- 
ment at the seat of government, to be call- 
ed the exchequer of the United States. The 
board to be composed of three commissioners, 
to be appointed by the president, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate, and to be re- 
moved from office only with the like concur- 
rence of the senate, and for physical inability, 


in the bill which accompanies this report. 


The committee, then, propose a system free from 
all risk, and of perfect safety; a system in which 
there is not the possibility of hazard to the commu- 
nity, and none to the government except in the keep- 
ing of the public money. This is a risk which must 
always be incurred on the part of the government. 
It is inseparable from any system which can be pro- 
posed or adopted. If it be supposed, as it has been 
by many, that the public money would be safer in a 
bank ef the United States, or under the state bank 
deposite system, the committee have already shown 
that both those modes of keeping it are utterly out of 
the question. They therefore adopt, at the principal 
agencies, the only one left, namely, the custody of 
individuals appointed for the express purpose by the 
government, with as ample sureties and under such 
penalties as the law is capable of providing. 

This system is designed for the collection, safe- 
keeping and disbursement of the public revenues, 
and, through its operations, to furnish a uniform cur- 
rency and to equalize exchanges. 

The committee have already shown in what way 








incompetency, neglect or violation of duty.— 

The president to communicate to the senate the 
articular reasons of the proposed removal.— 

For like causes the president-may suspend a 
commissioner and appoint a temporary substi- 
tute, and within the first week of the senate 

lay before that body the reasons of such sus- 
pension, and, if the senate concur, the” com- 
missioner to be removed, if not, to be restored. 

II. The board of exchequer to establish agencies, as 
it may deem necessary and expedient for the 
public service, limiting the number to as few as 

the exigencies-of the service will admit, and in 

no case to exceed two in any state or territory. 

If]. The secretary of the treasury to appoint the in- 
ferior officers of the board, and also the officers 





retained in circulation by the reason of its conve- 


of the agencies, on the recommendation of the 


it would furnish a uniform currency; and they have 
|no doubt that the specie notes which would be put in 
circulation by it, would in amount exceed the circu- 
lation of the late bank of the United States. The 
average circulation of that institution during the ex- 
istence of its charter was about $10,000,000, and its 
average amount of specie on hand short of 6,000,000 
dollars. In some years its specie equalled, in others, 
exceeded its circulation. And but for its expansions, 
commencing in 1829, and continued to the expiration 
of its charter, its average circulation would not have 
much exceeded its average specie on hand. It can- 
not be doubted, then, that the circulation of the ex- 
chequer will equal, if not exceed, that of the Bank 
of the United States. And if the Bank of the United 
States furnished a uniform currency, then the exche- 
' quer will be capable of doing the same; and that, too, 
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without any risk to the community, or hazard to the 
credit of the government. 

This, when accomplished, will do much towards 
equalizing exchanges. The ruinous rates of ex- 
changes between remote sections of the country re- 
sult, essentially, from the depreciation of the local 
currency. 

If the paper circulation of New York and New 
Orleans were both of the value of specie, and the 
balance of trade between the two places, by reason 
of the interchange of commodities, were merely no- 
minal, exchange between those distant points would 
be at par. But if the balance of trade were in favor 
of New York, then a bill drawn at New Orleans on 
N. York would command a premium equal to freight, 
insurance, interest and other necessary charges for 
remitting specie. But whilst the paper circulation 
of New York, by reason of: its convertibility, is of 
the value of specie, and that of New Orleans is de- 

reciated because of the suspension of its banks, a 
pill drawn at the Jatter place on the former, and 
paid for in depreciated paper, would command a 
premium equal to the cost and charges of remitting 
specie, added to the amount of the depreciation of 
the local paper below the value of specie. The re- 
verse would the case, under these circumstances, 
with a bill drawn in New York on New Orleans.— 
No regular business, without great sacrifice, can sus- 
tain itself under such a ruinous rate of exchange.— 
The uniform currency which will be furnished by 
the operations of the exchequer will do much to- 
wards curing this great evil. 

But there is another feature in this system by which 
the exchanges will be perfectly accommodated; which 
is, the power to sell and collect exchange. The 
committee have heretofore adverted to this; and, on 
this whole subject, have consulted some of the ablest, 
most practical, and experienced men; and their own 
views are fully confirmed by the information derived 
from such high sources. They cannot, in any way, 
so well illustrate this branch of it, and its beneficial 
effects on the sound local banks, together with other 
advantages, as by briefly embodying the following 
views which have thus been communicated to them. 

A bill drawn by one agency on another, in any re- 
mote part of the United States, will be as good as 


these bills of exchange, from their undoubted credit, 
will generally give them a preference over others. 
They will never be protested for the want of funds 
at any office where they are payable. No embarrass- 
ment can result from the necessity of transmitting 
specie from office to office. The occasions are very 
rare (and if this system were in operation they would 
be still more rare) in which specie needs to be re- 
moved; as, for almost every purpose, good paper is 
preferred. The paper of one office would generally 
be as good as specie in most others. If a-deposite 
were made in New York to meet a draft on the office 
in New Orleans, this latter office would prefer the 
New York paper to coin in the common state of ex- 
changes. When the system has been some time in 
operation, specie will have found its proper places of 
repose, and movements of it would seldom be requir- 
ed. Should an apprehension be entertained that the 
retirement of specie into the agencies would embar- 
rass the banks, it will be dissipated by a little reflec- 
tion upon the operations already described. Those 
officers are bound to deliver, at the time of deposite, 
an amount in paper equal to the amount received in 
specie. That paper will take the place of the specie 
which it represents, and the same portion of it will 
be deposited by merchants and others who keep their 
accounts in banking institutions as of the specie for 
which it is a substitute. As it will be a light and 
convenient circulation, it will mingle more with the 
paper of banks of sound credit in commercial opera- 
tions, and consequently be more frequently used in 
making payments upon discounted notes and other 
indebtedness to moneyed institutions, than specie 
now is. When possessed by a bank, it has all the 
value of specie. If means are wanted for a deposite 
in an agency, this paper will be received of a bank 
for that purpose as readily as specie. Should gold 
and silver be wanted for exportation, or any other 
extraordinary demand, the bank which possesses this 
paper has the certain means of converting it at plea- 
sure into the article required. Every bill of exchange 
payable at these offices will, at its maturity, restore 
to circulation, either in specie or this sound paper, 
|the- amount deposited for its procurement. Indeed, 
‘it is difficult to foster a doubt that, in regard to the 
‘means of redeeming their own emissions, the banks 





specie within the commercial sphere of the emporium ! will possess more ample resources than at present. 


j 


where the agency is located at which payment is to{ It is true that the channels of commerce will be par- 


be made, and may generally be negotiated above par 
by any holder within that sphere, and at a rate in 
some measure proportioned to his distance from its 
commercial centre. If, for instance, a merchant in 
Cincinnati wishes to remit money to a manufacturer 
in Connecticut, a bill drawn by the agency in Cin- 
cinnati, where the deposite is made, on the agency in 
New York, would be worth a half percent. more than 
specie to the payee. 

Exchanges through the agencies wiil meet all the 
exigencies of the markets. It not unfrequently hap- 
pens that New Orleans is indebted to Ohio for agri- 
cultural products; Ohio to New York for manufac- 
tured goods, domestic or imported; and New York to 
New Orleans for cotton. Every well-formed mer- 
chant in those several sections will be advised of the 
state of the markets. A New Orleans merchant 
wishes to remit to Ohio. He deposites his specie in 
the agency at New Orleans, and gets the same office 


to accept his own bill of exchange for $1,000, paya- | 


ble to the order of his Ohio correspondent, and trans- 
mits it accordingly. This will be above par in the 
Ohio market, because it is a good remittance for New 
York, where bills on New Orleans command a pre- 
mium. It is bought by an Ohio merchant, who re- 
mits it to New York in payment for goods; and from 
New York it is sent to New Orleans to pay for cot- 
ton. Upon its arrival it is presented to the agency 
where it was accepted, and the specie is ready for its 
redemption. The holder, however, not willing to be 
burdened with the specie, will generally prefer the 
specie notes of the agency. Thus this $1,000 in spe- 
cie, after paying a small premium at the agency, will 
have paid more than its amount in two remote mar- 
kets; sent a safe and convenient currency of $1,000 
into the channels of commerce, and is still at rest sus- 
taining this amount of circulation. 

The use of bills of exchange will not be superced- 
ed by the specie notes of the exchequer. ‘I'he for- 
mer have always been preferred, and were extensive- 
ly used under the two national banks, when their pa- 
per, in sound credit, had every advantage which this 
will possess of being made such a substitute. This 
proof from experience is conclusive. One ground of 
preference which has always been appreciated here 
and in Europe, is, that bills of exchange are more 
safe than bank notes, as they offer no temptation to 
robbery or embezzlement; and as several may be 
sent of the same tenor and date by different convey- 
ances, (in which case no loss will be sustained if any 
one arrives in safety), the risk may easily be reduced 
almost to an impossibility. ‘The perfect character ol 





tially filled with a medium of sound and imperisha- 
ble credit, which will stand the shock of every possi- 
| ble vicissitude except the subversion of the govern- 
‘ment. But this will promote the strength of the 
_banking institutions no less than the stability of the 
currency. From the establishment of a national cor- 
| poration with a large specie capital, the banks were 
‘apprehensive of sustaining injury by the great and 
sudden withdrawment of the precious metals from 
their possession. Put the agencies can produce no 
such embarrassment; for their progress will be too 
|gradual to cause any convulsion, and the immediate 
‘restoration to the market of a medium of equal 
-amount and value with that which is withdrawn will 
enable those institutions at any time to command the 
specie which they require. As a just price is to be 
paid for exchanges, it is believed that all the expen- 
ses of conducting the business of the exchequer and 
its agencies will be defrayed from that source, and 
probably a much larger sum may be realized. The 
losses of the currency by fire, shipwreck and other 
| casualties, as shown in the experience of banks, 
would not be an inconsiderable item ofgain. Asmall 
| premium, say a half or quarter of one per cent. might 
reasonably be exacted of depositors, if hereafter 
deemed necessary, upon notes issued in exchange for 
specie. While this system will furnish the desired 
means for the collecting, safe-keeping, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue, and all the requisite fa- 
‘cilities for exchanges between different sections of 
the country, as well as create a sound and convenient 
curreney, it is exempt from the objectionable fea- 
tures of other modes of effecting, in part or in whole, 
the same objects heretofore presented for considera- 
tion. It authorises no banks or other corporations, 
no discounts, no lending on credit in any form what- 
ever, no expansion of the currency by public drafts 
or otherwise, no paper money resting on the credit 
of the government and depending on accruing reve- 
nues for redemption. It confers no extent of execu- 
tive patronage or influence. No officer can be either 
appointed or removed by the president without the 
concurrence of the senate, and only for certain spe- 
cified causes. It confers no discretionary powers by 
which partialities may be indulged in behalf of a per- 
sonal or political favorite. Whoever presents his 
specie notes or bills of exchange at maturity is enti- 
tled to his specie, and whoever presents his specie is 
entitled to the paper which he selects. The rights 








of every applicant are defined by law, and his trans- 
actions at the agency are of the simplest character. 





The laws of trade, and not any superintending board 


)ammee,) 
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or public agent, decide the amount of deposites, bills 
of exchange, and paper currency. The wants and 
means of individuals composing the community will 
best regulate the proportions of paper and specie, in 
the absence of all artificial restraint and supervision 
of the government. Another important consideration 
which the committee would add to these views is, 
that whilst the operations of the exchequer would 
tend to promote the real interests of the sound banks, 
it would, at the same time, tend to drive into liqui- 
dation the unsound ones. Banking capital, which 
has so enormously increased within a few years past, 
would be reduced. There would, eventually, only 
enough remain to answer the commercial and other 
business wants of the country. The Jarge surplus of 
capital which sought investment in banks for the ex- 
orbitant profits of those institutions, under an inflated 
and unnatural state of the currency, would retire, and 

rform the more legitimate office of permanent 
oans, on bond and mortgage, to the agricultural in- 
terest of the community. One great evil which the 
country has experienced has been from the withdraw- 
al of capital from the farming interest to invesi it in. 
banking operations. That interest, from the very 
nature of their business, ought not to be driven to 
bank accommodations. ‘They should be able to com- 
mand permanent instead of temporary loans. Any 
system, therefore, which should aid the retirement 
of the surplus banking capital would greatly benefit 
the substantial producing classes of the country. 

From what has been said, it will be seen that the 
exchequer will furnish a uniform currency and ef- 
fectually equalize exchanges. It has no discount- 
ing power, like that of the late Bank of the United 
States: a power which was the principal source of 
all the difficulties and of the subsequent disasters of 
that institution. In order to make dividends, it was 
necessary to employ its enormous capital in the shape 
of discounts. The great portion of those discounts 
was not based upon legitimate business paper. They 
were long loans, stock loans, accommodation loans, 
permanent loans. And one reason for this was, that, 
within the sphere of the operations of the bank, 
there wasnot enough of legitimate business paper to 
employ its capital. There was, therefore, a kind of 
necessity of employing it otherwise; and that appa- 
rent necessity, in the otherwise disastrous state of 
the times, has led to its final overthrow. 

The exchequer will possess all the benefits of a 
Bank of the United States without its attendant 
eyils. Itis powerful todo good, but powerless to 
do harm. The immediate effect of the adoption of 
the measure will be, once more to restore the confi- 
dence of the country. That confidence is every- 
where impaired. It is impaired in individuals; it is 
impaired in banks; it is impaired in our state go- 
vernments, and even shaken in the general govern- 
ment. The people require some action on the part 
of congress which shall restore it. That can only 
be done by the adoption of a system like the one 
proposed: a system which, in its leading features, is 
perfectly unassailable. It will lay the foundation of 
public confidence so broad and so deep that it cannot 
be shaken. ‘That confidence, once restored, will ex- 
tend itself throughout the country, and peace and 
plenty will follow in its train. 

But, if any suppose this system will not accom- 
plish all that its friends anticipate, it will certainly 
accomplish much; and inasmuch as we can dono- 
thing else, and we know there is no possible danger 
in it, why should we hesitate to try it? Weshall at 
all events have established one great and fundamen- 
tal principle—a principle which lies at the bottom of 
this currency question, namely, that it is the right 
and duty of this government, in the collection, safe- 
keeping, and disbursement of the public revenue, to 
aid in furnishing a uniform currency and equalizing 
the exchanges of the country; and if,in the judg- 

, we 





ment of any, the measure does not go far enoug 
shall have astock on which we can engraft hereafter 
such further pro. sions as shall come within the con- 
stitutional power of congress—within the great 
principles which have been laid down—and such as 
shall be deemed expedient and justified by public 
sentiment. 

The system can be tried without risk, and during a 
period when there can be no hope of adopting ano- 
ther favorite measure. If, on trial, it shall be found 
to answer the purposes for which it is intended, then 
the necessity of a national bank will be superceded, 
and its friends will have no reason nor desire to 
urge it. If it should not answer those purposes, 
then even the opponents of a national bank may be- 
come satisfied that such an institution is the only re- 
medy for the evils of a deranged and disordered cur- 
rency. But until some such system be adopted, it 
may well be doubted whether, in the present aspect 
and past experience of our banking institutions, the 





people can be brought into the support of a national 
bank. 
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Shall we, then, fold our arms, and deliberately re- 
solve to do nothing? Can the friends of a national 
bank, as well as the friends of the sub-treasury, 
iustify themselves to their constituents or the coun- 
try in such a course? These are questions for grave 
consideration. Both these systems, in one shape and 
another, have been discredited, ana with no present 

rospect of either of them being re-established. 
What then remains to be done? ‘The people expect 
and require action at our hands. The committee 

resent the exchequer plan, free from the objections 
which were urged against it on its original introduc- 
tion—a plan which, in their judgment, unites the 
benefits without the evils of the others; and ask for 
it that consideration which it is so justly entitled to 
receive. 


In proposing the bill, which the committee new 
submit to the senate, an attempt has been made, as 
far as possible, to consult the views and avoid the 
objections of all parties, as disclosed in the history 
and discussions of the several plans heretofore sug- 
gested for accomplishing the same objects, and it is 
submitted in the hope that the attempt will prove 
successful. 


The following is a copy of the bill which accom- 
panied the above report: : 

A BILL AMENDATORY OF THE SEVERAL ACTS ESTAS- 
LISHING THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 

of the United States of America in congress assembled, 

That there shall be, and hereby is, created and es- 


tablished in the treasury department at the seat of 


the government of the U. States, a board to be called 
the exchequer of the United States, to be composed 
of three commissioners, to be appointed by the pre- 
sident, with the advice and consent of the senate, 
and who shall be removed from office only with the 
like concurrence of the senate, and for some one or 
more of the following causes, to wit: physical ina- 
bility, incompetency, or neglect, or violation of duty; 
and, in every such case, it shall be the duty of the 
president to communicate to the senate the particular 
reasons of the proposed removal; but, during the re- 
cess of the senate, the president may, for any of the 
aforesaid causes, suspend any of the said commis- 
sioners, and appoint a temporary substitute, and 
within the first week of the ensuing session of the 
senate, he shall lay before that body the reasons of 
such suspension, andif the senate concur with him, 
the commissioner so suspended shall be removed, 
but if it do not concur with him, the said commis- 
sioner shall be restored. And on the first organiza- 
tion of the board, one of the three commissioners 
shall, by the members thereof, be clected president, 
who shall hold his office for two years, when a new 
election shall be made; and in like manner a new 


election shall take place afterwards, at the end of 


each successive period of two years. And the se- 
cretary of the treasury shall have authority to ap- 
point, on the recoramendation of the board, all such 
inferior officers as, in the judgment of the board, 
the transaction of its business may require, the 
amount of their respective compensations, till fixed 
by law, to be determined by the board, who may 
take bonds forthe faithful discharge of their duty 
for such sums, and in such manner, as_ the secretary 
of the treasury shall direct; and each of said com- 
missioners shall receive an annual salary of 
dollars. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
board of exchequer shall have power to establish 





agenc:es or offices in such of the cities or towns of 
the United States as it may judge necessary and ex- 
pedient for the public service, and also wherever 


congress may by law require the same to be estab- 


lished, limiting the number to as few as the exigen- 
cies of the service will admit, and in no case exceed- 


ing two in any state or territory; and such officers 
and agents as may by the board of exchequer be 
thought necessary for the management of such agen- 
cies, and the transaction of their business, shall be 
appointed by the secretary of the treasury, on the 
recommendation of the board of exchequer; and the 
said board shall have power to fix the amount of the 


respective compensations of such officers till the 
same shall be determined by law, and to provide re- 
gulations for the government of such agencies, the 
transaction of their business, and the rendering ac- 
And in such regu- 
lations they shall so assign and arrange the duties of 
the officers of the said agencies, as that one of those 
officers shall be a check and control upon the other, 
and for that purpose they shall require. that the ac- 
counts and proceedings of each shall be entered in 
And any of the officers of the said 
agencies may be removed by the secretary of the 
treasury, on the recommendation of said board, for 
physical inability, or incompetency, or neglect, or 


counts of all their proceedings. 


proper books. 


port of the transactions of the exchequer. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said ex- 
cheqner and its officers shal] be the general agents | 
of the government of the United States, for receiv-| 
ing, safe-keeping and disbursing the public moneys: 
and transferring and transmitting the same, under | 
the direction of the secretary of the treasury; and 
all public moneys received, from whatever sources, 
shall, under the same directions, be paid into the said 
exchequer, or its agencies; and the principal officers 
employed in such agencies shall give bond to the 
United States, for such amount and in such form as 
the secretary of the treasury shall prescribe, for the 
faithful performance of their duties. And the said 
board of exchequer and its several agencies shall 
pay all warrants, drafts, or orders, made thereon by 
the treasurer of the United States, and by all dis- 
bursing officers and agents of the government having 
authority to make such drafts or orders. And every 
such payment shall be made, at the option of the) 
person entitled to receive it, in gold and silver-coin, 

or in specie notes, to be issued in such form as is 

hereinafter prescribed. But such notes shall never 

exceed the actual amount of specie holden for their 
redemption. 

Sec. 4. And be further enacted, That the said ex- 
chequer and its officers shall perforth the duties of 
commissioners of loans, in receiving subscription, 
transferring stock, and paying dividends and interest 
thereon, under the directions of the secretary of the 
treasury; and shall render to the treasurer of the 
United States all necessary facilities for transferring 
and disbursing the public funds as shall be required 
by him; and shall perform all the duties of pension 
agents under the regulations prescribed by the secre- 
tary of war, and shall render and perform all other 
duties and services in relation to the collecting, 
keeping, and disbursing of the public funds, as shall 
be prescribed by law or by the secretary of the trea- 
sury. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the exchequer at the seat of government, 
and its several agencies, to receive on private depo- 
site gold or silver coin or bullion, the property of in- 
dividuals, to be held as in other cases of deposite 
made by individuals for convenience and security, 
and to issue specie notes for the same in such form as 
the said board shall prescribe, which notes shal! al- 
| ways be redeemed on presentation at the agency 
where issued; but the amount so deposited shall never 
exceed in the whole fifteen million of dollars, to be 
distributed by the board among its several agencies 
according to the extent of their business, respective- 
ly; and for issuing such specie notes no higher premi- 
um shall be demanded than shall be sufficient to in- 
demnify against the hazard of loss, and remunerate 
for the safe keeping the deposite, and in no instance 
to exceed the one-half of one per cent. But specie 
notes issued by the board and its several agencies 
shall be redeemable only at the place where issued, 
unless the board shall see cause to order otherwise. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury is hereby authorised and directed 
to cause to be prepared specie notes, of denomina- 
tions not Jess than five dollars nor exceeding one 
hundred dollars, which notes shall be signed by the 
treasurer of the United States, and countersigned by 
the president of the board of exchequer, and made 
payable to the order of the principal agent at each 
agency, and shall be by him endorsed when issued at 
such agency, and which notes shall be redeemable, 
and shall be redeemed, in gold and silver, on demand, 
at the agency where issued. And specie notes in- 
tended to be issued by the board of exchequer at the 
seat of government shall be in like form, and shal! 
be payable to the order of the commissioners, and 
shall be endorsed by some one of them when issued, 
and shall be redeemable and redeenied at said board, 
on demand, in gold and silver; and exact and perfect 
lists of all notes so signed shall be kept at the treasu- 
ry. And all specie notes issued under the authority 
of this act may, when redeemed, be reissued by the 
board and its agencies respectively. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the exchequer at the seat of government, 
and its several agencies, on the deposite of gold or 
silver coin or bullion as a payment therefor, to draw 
bills of exchange made payable at said exchequer, or 
any agency where funds are provided on which to 
draw, and also to accept bills of exchange: the 
amount of which bills and acceptances shall in no 
case exceed the sum so deposited. And such bills 
of exchange and acceptances shall be signed and 
countersigned in such manner as the said board shall 
prescribe. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That on each bill 
of exchange or acceptance, the exchequer or agency 








Violation of duty; but it shall be his duty to state; at which such bill or acceptance is made shall be en- 





every removal of any principal officer of any agency, | titled to receive a just and reasonable premium, not 
with his reasons therefor, jn his general annual re-| exceeding the fair cost of remitting specie to the 


place of payment, and in no case to exceed two per 
centum on the amount of such bill cr acceptance. 
Sec. 9. did be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the said board of exchequer, and each of 
its agencies, under regulations to be prescribed by 


ithe board, to receive and take charge of, for collec- 


tion, such drafts or bills of exchange as may be de- 
posited with them for that purpose, drawn on any 
place where an office of the exchequer may be estab- 
lished; but in no case shall any advance or payment 
be made on account of such draft or bill, until it shall 
have been actually collected, and advice received of 
such collection, whereupon the proceeds shall be 
paid over to the person entitled to receive them, at 
the office where the said draft or bill was originally 
deposited for transmission and collection, deducting 
therefrom such reasonable charges and commission 
as may have been agreed upon, which shall in no 
case exceed per centum on the amount collect- 
ed. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the said board of exchequer, within three 
months after its first organization, to establish such 
by-laws and rules of proceeding as it may judge ex- 
pedient and proper for the regulation of its concerns 
and the government of its agencies; and copies of all 
existing by-laws and regulations shall be laid before 
congress every year, at its annual session. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury is authorised from time to time, 
on the application of the board of exchequer, to fur- 
nish for its own use, and that of its several agencies, 
a suitable amount of specie notes, to be used in the 
transaction of its business; but the amount of such 
notes issued either in payment to the public creditor 
or on the deposites of individuals, shall never exceed 
the actual amount of specie on hand for their re- 
demption. And al] dues to the United States, or any 
officer or department thereof, authorised to receive 
public dues, may be paid in gold or silver coin, in 
specie notes issued under this act, or in the notes of 
banks which shall be immediately convertible into 
specie at the place where received. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the board 
of exchequer at the seat of government, and each of 
its agencies, shall settle weekly, or oftener, with all 
banks in their neighborhood whose paper they may 
have received, and pay or collect, as the case may 
be, all balances between it and said banks; and no in- 
dividual shall be allowed, at any time, to stand as 
debtor to the exchequer or any of its agencies in ac- 
count. And it shall be the duty of the said board of 
exchequer, and each of its several agencies, at all 
times so to limit its issues that its gold and silver on 
hand shall be equal, dollar for dollar, to the amount 
of such issues outstanding. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the board 
of exchequer and its several agencies shall keep se- 
parate and distinct sets of books, for the purpose of 
entering and recording, in one. set, all transactions 
respecting the collection, keeping and disbursing of 
the public revenne, and transmitting the public mo- 
neys from place to place, for the service of govern- 
ment; and in another, all transactions and accounts 
arising from the operations.in exchange hereinbefore 
authorised, and other transactions not on government 
account. And all profits aceruing from such opera- 
tions in exchange on individual account, and from 








private deposites, shall be applied, in the first place, 
to pay all salaries and compensations, and to defray 
all expenses incurred under the authority of this act, 
and the residue thereof shall be placed semi-annually 
to the credit of the treasurer of the United States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the neces- 
sary rooms and yaults for the safe keeping of the 
public moneys, and for the transaction of the business 
of the board of exchequer and its agencies, shall be 
provided by the treasury department at the city of 
Washington, and in the custom houses, mint, branch 
mints, and other public buildings belonging to the U. 
States, so far as the same can be furnished without 
detriment to the public service; and where the same 
cannot be so furnished, the said board may provide 
others. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the said board of exchequer to appoint as 
agent for the board any specie paying bank in any 
state, in cases where it may not be deemed expedient 
to establish an office or agency of the said board as 
hereinbefore provided; but such bank shall not be au- 
thorised in any event to receive deposites, or to ac- 
cept or sell bills or drafts on account of the board of 
exchequer. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That full and 
exact accounts of the proceedings of the board and 
its several agencies shall be furnished to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury as often as he may prescribe; and 
it shall be the duty of the said secretary to lay ab 














era 2 owt tw 


t+ 


Se) 
an 
on 
aly 





Same IN rtiactiipS Ha lahat ea 
ee ee ne " an 


Pe aT e Ne 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 5, 1842—CONGRESS. 





rs 


<a 





en eR! C catego sniy 5 abe 


stracts of the same before congress at the commence- 
ment of each annual session, andto furnish full and 
particular accounts and statements of the transac- 
tions of the board and its aeons when required by 
congress; and the amount of specie notes outstanding 
at the end of eyery quarter shall, so soon thereafter 
as the same may be ascertained, be published by the 
secretary of the treasury. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any 
member of the exchequer board, or any officer or 
clerk employed in its business or any of its agencies, 
shall convert to his own use, in any way, any money 
or security deposited with or belonging to the said 
board or any of its agencies, or belonging to the U. 
States, or any other person or persons dealing or 
depositing with the said board or any agency, he 
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction 
thereof before any court of the United States of com- 
petent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to imprison- 
ment for a term not Jess than —— nor more than -— 
years, and to a fine equal to twice the sum or value 
of the property embezzled. 

Sec.° 18. And be it further enacted, ‘That if any of- 
ficer or member of the board of exchequer, or any 
of its agencies established under the provisions of 
this act, shall issue any specie notes, or make, ac- 
cept, or deliver any draft or bill of exchange with- 
out having received the full value thereof in specie, 
and caused the receipts of the same to be duly enter- 
ed in the books of the said agency, or shall be guilty 
of any other malpractice by which any responsibility 
of the said agency, or of the board of exchequer, or 
the United States, shall be improperly created or in- 
creased, he shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on 
conviction thereof in any court of the United States 
of competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment not less than one year, nor 
more than seven years, and to a fine equal to the 
amount of the specie note so issued, or of the bill or 
draft so made, accepted, or delivered, or to the 
amount of the responsibility so created or increased. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall have power, at his discre- 
tion, by himself or by an agent duly appointed by 
him, to examine the officers and clerks of the ex- 
chequer and its agencies, on oath or affirmation, 
touching all matters relating to the exchequer or its 
agencies, or either of them; which said oath the said 
secretary, or said agent, is hereby authorised to ad- 
minister. And if any person so examined shall wil- 
fully make any false statement, or wilfully refuse to 
disclose or deciare the whole truth, such person shall 
be deemed guil y of wilful and corrupt perjury, and 
shall suffer the pains and penalties thereof, on con- 
viction before any court competent to try the same. 
And the said exchequer and agencies shall, at all 
times, be open to examination by any committee ap- 
pointed by congress, or either house thereof. 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That all acts | 


and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act be and the same are hereby repealed. 











TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 





SENATE. 


Fesruary 24. The death of the hon. Lewis Wil- 
liams having been announced the senate adjourned. 

Frsrvuary 25. The senators attended the funeral 
of the hon. Lewis Williams, late representative from 
North Carolina. 

Fresrvary 28. The president announced the fol- 
lowing as the committee on retrenchment, to be ad- 
ded to the standing committees of the senate: Mr. 
Morehead, chairman, Mr. Graham, Mr. Fulton, Mr. 
Miller, Mr. Sprague. 

Also, communicated a resolution from the legisla- 
tive council of Jowa, in relation to the preservation 
of the present northern boundary line, as established 
between the half-breed Sac and Fox Indians. 

The following letter, transmitted by the hon, 
Franklin Pierce to the president of the senate, was 
then read: 

Washington, February 28, 1842. 

Sir: Having informed the governor of N. Hamp- 
shire that on this day my seat in the senate of the 
United States would become vacant by resignation, I 
have thought proper to communicate the fact to you 
and the senate. 

In severing the relations that have so long subsist- 
ed between the gentlemen with whom I have been 
associated, my feelings of pain and regret will read- 
ily be appreciated by those who know that, in all my 
intercourse during the time I have been a member of 
the body, no unpleasant occurrence has ever taken 
place to disturb for a moment my agreeable relations 
with any individual senator. 


no forms of expression, [ have the honor to be, with 
the highest consideration, your obedient servant, 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
Hon. Samuel L. Southard, president of the senate. 
On motion of Mr. King, the letter was ordered t 
be entered on the journal. 
The résolution heretofore offered by Mr. Pierce, 
in relation to the custom house investigation was ta- 
ken up and amended on motion of Mr. Mangum, as 
follows: 
‘And particularly any order, letter, or other com- 
munication indicating what period in the custom 
house service was to be investigated; whether includ- 
ing both the late and present administrations of that 
branch of the public service, and all the orders on 
the subject; whether any order or communication, or 
other intimation, countermanding a thorough investi- 
gation of the present administration of that branch 
of the service, or in any way giving or indicating a 
direction to the investigation proposed, has been 
given to the commissioners or any of them; and, if so, 
to furnish the senate with such orders, correspon- 
dence, and the report, and also all letters or commu- 
nications from said commissioners, or any one or 
more of them, to the president, or secretary of the 
treasury, and the replies and orders consequent 
thereupon to the said commissioners, or either of 
them, touching or in regard to said investigation, or 
the scope of it.” 
The resolution was then adopted. 


The senate then took up the special order of the 
day being the resolution to amend the constitution by 
restricting and limiting the veto power; when 

Mr. Calhoun arose and gave his reasons for wish- 
ing to continue the veto power where it was. The 
senator commenced with some arguments drawn 
from the character of the government and its pecu- 
liar organization, in which he considered the senate 
the most favored of the constitution. The mere po- 
pular power of the government was discussed, and 
contrasted with the power of the states, and all for 
the purpose of showing the conservative character 
of the veto power. The power to amend the con- 
stitution was not a peculiar power, it was contended. 
There were but two ways in which amendments 
could be brought about: the first, when the proposi- | 
tion originated in this or the other branch of con-| 
gress; and the second, when the proposed amendment 
originated with two-thirds of the states. The nume- 
rical majority had no force with the veto power.— 
Delaware not only had more power than NewjYork, 
but more than twice the power, and it was right that | 
‘it was so. Ours was a union, not a nation—a union | 
of states, an aggregate of nations. The majority did 
not control this nation. The senate represented 
states and not the people. In the house of represen- 
tatives numbers alone prevailed. It was a mischie- 
vous error to say that the naked will of the majority 
was the controlling power. Mr. C. discussed the 

uestion at length, for the purpose of showing the ef- 
fects of changing the powers upon the states of the 
union. If the mere numerical power was to prevail, 
if the voice of the people upon a mere presidential 
question was to prevail, the effects would be most 
disastrous. He would not have the popular branch 
of congress the sole power, because it would be de- 
spotic and tyrannical; nor would he have the senate 
the supreme power, because that would be tyranni- 
calalso. There should be a division of power be- 
tween the community and the people. There should 
be, as there was, an organic arrangement, and this 
was much more a people’s government, much more 
a democratic government, than it would otherwise 
be. If it were otherwise, it would be more a govern- 
ment of the few than the many. Less than one-half 
of the people would govern the rest. As it was, all 
were represented in this branch of the government. 
And if the power stopped here, or if the executive 
had no power, there would be a deadly power be- 
tween the two branches of congress. ‘The election 
of a president was very nearly the beau ideal of an 
absolute majority, though less than an absolute ma- 
jority could electa president. If the president exer- 
cised the veto power it broadened the basis .of the 
union, and struck a new chord of interest. Beyond 
all this was the judiciary power, which decided upon 
the constitutionality of laws, and thus exercised an 
absolute veto upon the laws of congress. This Mr. 
C. regarded as the true and the proper analysis of the 
government. No part should exercise its powers at 
the expense of another part, and no one branch of 
the government should lord it over another branch. 
The salvation of the government, and the only way. 
of preventing it from going the way of all flesh, was 
in the process of taking the will of the people by the 
states. This was a distinctive feature in our govern- 
ment over all governments, and upon it must be based 
the hope of its permanency. Mr. C. then proceeded 





With a desire for the peace and happiness of you 
all, for which now, in the fullness of my heart, I find 


to answer some of the arguments of senators in de- 


Admitting the executive power to be as great as had 
heen alleged, he would ask if the resolutions before 
the senate presented the proper remedy for those 
grievances. If the power of the executive was as 
great as was alleged, he would ask who made it s, 
great? Was it not congress, who passed the laws 

that originated the powers that placed the power jn, 
the hands of the president? Who increased the army 
and the navy? but congress? The patronage, too 

created by congress, and placed in the hands of the 
executive, was in consequence of the action of con- 
gress; and thus the power of the executive had been 
increased. 

Mr. Clay, (Mr. Calhoun having closed), under- 
standing that other senators wished to address the 
senate upon this subject, moved that the subject un- 
der consideration be postponed to Friday next. 

And on motion of Mr. Sevier, 

The senate then adjourned. 

Marcu 1. The senate proceeded to the order of 
the day being the resolutions submitted by Mr. Clay 
on the 15th ult. and Mr. Clay arose and spoke in 
their defence for about two Lettie and a half, and 
having closed. 

Mr. Linn made some few remarks in reply to the 
senator from Kentucky, in reference to the expendi- 
tures of the government. 

Mr. Clay rejoined in a few words; when— 

Mr. Wright moved to amend the resolutions by re- 
ealing the act to distribute the proceeds of the pub- 
ic lands to the states, territories and District of Co- 
lumbia, on the ground that this revenue could not 
be taken without a resort to taxation to that amount; 
and further to amend by. abridging the duration of 
the long sessions; also by defining the mileage, and 
diminishing the contingent expenses, and especially 
those incvrred for stationery, printing, for the em- 
ployment of clerks to committees, and for folding 
printed matter to be transmitted through the mails. 
And that congress is also called upon to make re- 
trenchment in the judiciary department and in the 
diplomatic, by diminishing appropriations for charges 
des affairs at Naples, Bogota, Carracas, St. Jago and 
Lima; to reduce the compensation of the agents at 
Prussia and Brazil to that of resident ministers, and 
those of Austria and Mexico to that of charges des 
affairs. Restricting the franking privilege of mem- 
bers to letters and other communications in writing, 
and those not to exceed the weight of ; to fur- 





| ther limit the franking privilege by deputy postmas- 


ters, and to increase and regulate the weight, the 
charges to be made on books, pamphlets and other 
printed packages transmitted by the mails. 
Mr. W. moved that the amendments be printed. 
Which was agreed to. 
And, on motion of Mr. 
journed. 


Marcu 2. The resolution submitted by Mr. Wal- 
ker on the Sth ult. in relation to inrormation from the 
board of commissioners for setiling the claims of 
American citizens with Mexico, was adopted. 

The senate proceeded to the order of the day be- 
ing the resolutions submitted by Mr. Clay on the 15th 
ult. and the amendment submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Wright. ; 

Mr. Wright entered into a comparison of the ex- 
penditures of the late administration with those of 
the present. He thought it impossible to form as yet 
any correct opinion as to the sufficiency or not of 20 
per cent. for the demands of the treasury. With the 
land proceeds, estimated at $3,000,000, he thought it 
would be a sufficient tax. 

Mr. Benton. The lands will bring five millions per 
annum. 

Mr. Wright said he did not wish it to be more than 
$3,000,000, and he had rather it would be less than 
more. ‘This would give us if the imports were to be 
$91,000,000, between twenty-one and twenty-two 
millions, which he thought quite adequate to the ex- 
penditures of the government. He would prefer that 
the standard should be $20,000,000. 

The fourth resolution (relating to a readjustment 
of the tariff) of the senator from Kentucky was pass- 
ed over to comment more particularly upon the fifth 
resolution, which the senator from New York consi- 
dered the important one of the series. This resolu- 
tion related to the provision in the act of the extra 
session for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands, requiring that act to be suspended in the 
contingency of the necessity of raising a higher duty 
than 20 per cent. 

The importance of this resolution was apparent 
upon its face. It required an imposition of taxes 
upon the people in order to distribute the lands 
among the states. The distribution policy could not 
be sustained in any constitutional sense. 

Mr. W. concluded his remarks in an argument 
against the constitutionality and policy of the distri 
bution act, and on motion 


Wright, the senate ad- 





fence of the proposed amendment of the constitution. 


The senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, Fes. 24. .The death of the hon. Lewis 
Williams, of North Carolina, was announced to the 
house by Mr. Rayner, and after an appropriate eulog 
from himself and Mr. Adams, 

The house adjourned. 

Fray, Fes. 25. The members of the house at- 
tended the funeral of the hon. L. Williams, of N. 
Carolina. 

Sarurpay, Fes. 26. The house proceeded to the 
consideration of the order of the day, being the re- 

ort on retrenchment, and the previous question be- 
ing called on the amendment offered by Mr. Gordon, 
to continue the two clerks which the resolution had 
cut off. Mr. G. modified it so as to reduce their sa- 
Jaries from $1,500 to $1,200, and by yeas 20 noes 
144,the amendment was rejected. The resolution 
in the report was then adopted by 147 yeas to 16 


oes. 

Mr. Tillinghast,on leave given, presented resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Rhode Island on the sub- 
ject of the tariff; which, on his motion, were refer- 
red to the committee on manufactures and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the same legislature, in rela- 
tion to the choice of electors for president and vice 
president, recommending ‘the passage of a law mak- 
ing the time therefor uniform throughout the Unit- 
ed States. Referred, on motion of Mr. T. to the 
committee on the judiciary, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by John T'yler, jr. esq. 
his private secretary. 

Washington, February 26, 1842. 
To the house of representatives: 

The resolution of the house of representatives of 
the 21st instant requesting the president of the Unit- 
ed States to communicate to that body, “if not in- 
compatible with the public interest, the state of the 
negotiation between the United States and the go- 
vernment of Great Britain, in relation to the north- 
eastern boundary of the state of Maine; and, also, 
all correspondence on that subject between the two 
governments not hitherto communicated,” has been 
transmitted to me. Desirous always to lay before 
congress and the public every thing affecting the 
state of the country to the fullest extent consistent 
with propriety and prudence, I have to inform the 
house of representatives that, in my judgment, no 
communication could be made by me, at this time, 
on the subject of its resolution, without detriment or 
danger to the public interests. JOHN TYLER. 

A letter from the secretary of the navy, correct- 
ing an error in his report of the 17th instant, of the 
cost of the war steamers Mississippi and Missouri. 
Referred to the cominittee on naval affairs. 

A letter from the secretary of the navy, transmit- 
ting copies of the proceedings of the court martial 
for the trial of captain William Bolton, and of the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry upon whose re- 
port the said naval court martial was ordered. Also, 
copies of all despatches, letters, and other documents 
having connexion therewith; which letter and pro- 
ceedings were laid on the table. 

Monpay, Fes. 28. Mr. M’Lellan, of N. York, of- 
fered a resolution of inquiry from the secretary of 
war as to whether Maj. Gen. Scott had received pay 
in addition to his regular army pay for his services 
in 1838, in removing the Cherokee Indians, &c. The 
rules were suspended to consider the resolution. 

Mr. Campbell, of Tenn. moved an amendment, 
“and also all other cases of extra allowance made to 
officers of the army.” 

The yeas and nays on the amendment were then 
called, and were ayes 81, noes 101. ‘The vote upon 
the resolution was wyes 155, noes 23; adopted. 

After some little discussion, in which it was insist- 
ed, that as Gen. Scott’s case was only one of the 
many, this resolution was invidious, it was reconsi- 
dered, and another, calling for general information 
upon this point, was adopted. Petitions were then 
called, commencing with the territory of lowa. 

[A message in writing, was received from the pre- 
sident, by the hand of Mr. J. Tyler, his private se- 
cretary. ] 


Mr. Howard, of Michigan, submitted the preamble 
and joint resolutions of the Michigan legislature, 
recommending the passage of an act to*refund” to 
General Andrew Jackson the fine imposed on him by 
judge Hall at New Orleans, in March, 1815, for a 
contempt of court. They were on his motion laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Giddings, amongst other petitions, presented 
one from upwards of eighty citizens of Austinburg, 
Ohio, (of both political parties, Mr. S. said), pray- 
ing an amicable division of the union by a line run- 
hing between the free and slave states. 

Mr. G. moved that the petition be referred to a 
select committee, with instructions to report against 





|the prayer of the said petition, and to assign to the 


petitioners reasons why their prayer should not be 
granted. 

Mr. Triplett, remarking that the petition was dis- 
respectful to the house, and disrepectful to the man 
who presented it, moved that it be nct received. The 
previous question was demanded. 

Mr. Pendleton wished, he said, to have an expres- 
sion of the opinion of the house whether it had any 
authority to take any step for the dissolution of the 
union which they were constituted and sworn to pro- 
tect and defend? He hoped, therefore, the previous 
question would not be sustained. 

The speaker said the remarks were not in order. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. 

And the main question, “‘shall the petition be re- 
ceived?” was taken and decided in the negative, as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Barnard, Brock- 
way, Bronson, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, R. D. 
Davis, John G. Floyd, Gates, Giddings, Granger, James, 
Linn, McKeon, Maynard, Morgan, Benj. Randall, Sa!- 
tonstall, Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast, Winthrop.—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Atherton, Baker, 
Barton, Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, 
Milton Brown, Burke, William Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wm. B. Camp- 
bell. Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cross, Cushing, Danicl, Garrett Davis, Deber- 
ry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 

erris, Fillmore, Charles A. Floyd, Gamble. Gerry, Gog- 
gin, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gus- 
tine, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Heury, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, C. J. In- 
gersol!, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irwin, W. W. Ir- 
win, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Medill, Meriwether, Moore, Newhard, 
Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, Pickens, Plumer, Pope,,. 
Ramsey, Alexander Randal!, Randolph, Rayner, Red- 
ing, Ridgway, Riggs, Roosevelt, W. Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Simonton, Snyder, Steenrod, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Ward, Warren, Washington, Westbrook. E. D. White, 
James W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise— 
116. 

So the petition was not received.* 





*To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 
House of representatives, March 1, 1842. 

Messrs. Gates & Seaton: I feel that justice to the 
signers of the petition which I had the honor of present- 
ing to the house on yesterday, requires that the reasons 
assigned in said petition tor praying a divison of the 
union should go to the public with a report of its presen- 
tation. I was unable, in the midst of the motions and 
debates that arose upon it, to furnish your reporter with a 
copy at the time. goes send it. with a request that it 
may be inserted in your paper of to-morrow. The pe- 
tition was communicated to me by one of the subscrib- 
ers, a man of reputation and character, in a letter, in 
which he says. 

“If our petitions are-to be treated with open con- 
tempt and malignant insult, and we ourselves held up to 
the world as incendiaries and fanatics—if the federal go- 
vernment is to go on year after year increasing its eff :rls 
to sustain the system of slavery, by the aid of the money, 
the power and the influence of the nation at large—then 
we ask, and ask sincerely too, for a division.” 

This short extract I attempted to repeat to the house; 
but being instantly called to order by a slaveholdin’ 
member, | now take this method of placing it before the 
public. With great respect, your obedient servant, 

: J. R. GIDDINGS. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the. United 
States in congress assembled: 

The undersigned, citizens of, Austinburg, Ashtabula 

courity, Ohio, respectfully petition that you will take mea- 


these United States, by a line running between the slave 
and the free states. Because, 

Ist. We believe that the action of the federal govern- 
ment has. for the last thirty years, been so controled by 
slaveholding influence in opposition to the interes!s of 
free labor, as to cause a great majority of the political 
evils we have suffered during the time, aud are now suf- 
fering, and that the free states can never enjoy any 
thing like permanent prosperity until slavery be abolished 
or the union divided. 

2d. To say nothing about the evils resulting from slave- 
holding legislation, we do not like to bear the inexpressi- 
ble disgrace, (as it appears to us), of professing to the 
world that we live under a republican form of govern- 
ment, while nearly three millions of the inhabitants are 
held under a system of the most abject slavery, and that 
system supported and sustained in a great measure by 
the action of the federal government. 

3d. We are encouraged to this movement by the fre- 
quent manifestations made by that portion of the confede- 
racy, (the south), from which we propose to disconnect 
ourselves, of a disposition on their part to do the same 
thing, from which we judge the measure will not be op- 
posed by them, and from its evident advantages to the 





north that it will not be opposed by them. 








sures immediately to rida, Sse an amicable division of | 
i 


Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, offered a resolution, 
setting forth that all such petitions should hereafter 
be deemed offensive, and that the member presenting 
them should be liable to censure. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 


Mr. Pendleton asked leave to offer the following 
resolution; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the constitution was “ordained and 
established” to form a “perfect union” of these states, 
and that congress not only has no authority to take any 
measures for the dissolution of that union which it was 
thus created to defend and protect, but that itis the pa- 
ramount duty of every department of this government, 
and of allthe people of these states, “indignantly to 
frown upon the first dawning of every attempt to alie- 
nate any portion of our country from the rest, or toen- 
feeble the sacred ties which now link together the va- 
rious parts.” 

Objection being made— 


Mr. P. moved to suspend the rules to enable him 
to offer the resolution. 


_ Mr. Winthrop moved that the house do now ad- 
Journ; which motion, by ayes 75, noes 52, was agreed 
to. So the house adjourned. 


Tuespay, Marcu 1. The house having met, and 
the journal of yesterday being read, the resolution 
amended by Mr. Campbell, was corrected so as to 
read as follows: 


Resolk®d, That the secretary of war be directed to re- 
ort to this house all cases in which extra compensation 
as heretofore been allowed to other officers of the army 

for services similar to those rendered by General Scott, 
for which he is said to have received extra allowance; 
and that the secretary of war also report to this house the 
names of such officers of the war department, of the 
army, including paymasters and governors of territories, 
who have received extra allowance; the time when re- 
ceived, the amount of the extra allowance paid to each; 
the service for which the extra allowance was claimed, 
and the authority under which it was made. 


Mr. Pendleton moved to suspend the rules to consider 
a resolution of his, condemnatory of ‘dissolution peti- 
tions;” upon this motion the yeas and nays were or- 


dered and resulted in ayes 104, noes 65—not two- 
thirds. 


Mr. Summers called for the orders of the day, but 

Mr. Fillmore suggested, as the morning hour was 
nearly up, that the house go into committee _of the 
whole upon the general appropriation bill. 


Mr. Briggs was called to the chair. The amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Davis, that the secretary of 


| state should cause the laws to be published in those 


papers having the largest circulation, was taken up, 
ruled to be out of order by the speaker, modified by 
Mr. Davis, and again ruled out of order by the speaker. 


Mr. Davis appealed, and while the question on the 
appeal was still pending, Mr. Bowne moved that the 
committee rise. Carried by yeas 65, noes 45. The 
chairman reported progress and 

The house adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Marcn 2. Mr. M. 4. Cooper intro- 
duced to the house the honorable Mr. Black, repre- 
sentative elect from the state of Gecrgia, who was 
qualified and took his seat. 


Mr: Fillmore offered a resolution, that on and after 
Monday next the daily hour for the meeting of the 
house should be 11 o’clock, until otherwise ordered; 
this resolution was passed, ayes 123, noes 22. 


Mr. Taliaferro gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row move a reconsideration of this vote, and if he 
failed to obtain it, he should then move that the vari- 
ous committees be discharged from their duties. 


The house then proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolutions reported by the committee on retrench- 
ment and the following was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That, in addition to the messenger now au- 
thorised by law to be emploved by the clerk, he be autho- 
rised to employed two assistant messengers at the same 
compensation allowed to the other messengers in the 
service of the house, and one laborer, in licu of the six 
messengers now employed in said office. 

The house then in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Briggs in the chair, took up the general appropriation 

ill. 


The question upon Mr. Davis’ appeal from the de- 
cision of the chair, was discussed at some length, 
after which the vote was taken, and the decision of 
the chair was reversed by 67 to 56, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Davis was declared in order. 


The amendment was then discussed, and in course 
of debate was modified and amended until, finally, the 
last amendment offered by Mr. Morgan went to repeal 
the law authorising the secretaty of state to publish 
the laws in newspapers. 


The committee then rose without taking any ac- 
tion, and the house, after ordering the various amend- 








ments to be printed, adjourned. 
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Mexico for the port of New York. Sealed March 2d. 
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received Liberia papers to Dec. 17. 

Renewed efforts were ‘made to introduce horses at 
Liberia; they had been brought from Sierra Leone, and 
it was hoped they would not die as all those previously 
imported had done. 

A cutter of 25 tons was to be launched at Monrovia 
on the 20:h of November. 

‘The morus multicaulis has been successfully intro- 
duced at Monrovia; also the alligator pear. 

It was reported that a Portuguse schooner had been 
taken by the natives at Berrybee, some distance below 
Cape Palmas. Some of the crew were killed. A small 
sharp schooner ran into New Cess, early in October, 
took on board 200 slaves, and in six hours was off. ‘The 
British brig Saracen was after her. A fyll and particu- 
lar account of the capture of the noted slaver Gabriella, 
is given. She was taken by the British brig of war 
Acorn. The brig Water Witch was still actively en- 
gaged; within two years she has captured sixteen sla- 
vers, and liberated 2,300 slaves. The ship Saluda, from 
Norfolx, arrived at Monrovia on the 10th December, 
after a passage of fifty-three days. 


Consus. The president of the United States has re- 
cognised Louis E. Kargous, consul of the republic of 


Fiorina. The senate has passed resolutions that the 
legislature was never invested with. authority to pledge 
the faith of the territory to raise money for any bank, 
rail road, or other corporation; and all pledges of the 
public faith so granted, and laws made to siftain there- 
by a levy of taxes on citizens are null and void, ab mitio, 

Dates of Feb. 9th and 12th inform that Col. Worth was 
scouting the whole country. 


Ice. Sales of the exports of jce from the vicinity of 
Boston are estimated by the Atlas at $600,000 annually. 
he experiment isto be tried of bringing cotton from 
Bombay in exchange for it. 


Inrinors. The hall of the legislative council of this 
state was desecrated by an atrocious assassination on the 
llth ult. An altercation took place between two of its 
members a Mr. C. C. P. Arndt and J. R. Vineyard 
which resulted in the death of the former by a pistol 
shot. 


Inpiana. The legislature has adjourned without adopt- 
ing adequate measures to meet the liabilities of the state. 


Kentucky. The legislature were to adjourn on the 
23th Feb. by a resolution passed both houses. 

“ Washington, senate chamber, Feb. 16, 1842. 
To the honorable the general assembly of Kentucky: 

* When I last had the honor of ny appointment as one 
of the United States senators from Kentucky, [ intimat- 
ed, in my letter of acceptance, the probability of my not 
serving out the whole term of six years. In consequence 
of there having been two extra sessions of congress, I 
have already attended, since that appointmentas many 
sessions of congress, as ordinarily happen during a sena- 
torial term, without estimating my services at the present 
session. héias 

“T have for several years desired to retire into private 
life, but have ,been hitherto prevented from executing 
my wish by considerations of public duty. I should 
have resigned my seat in.the senate, at the commence- 
ment of the present session, but for several reasons, one 
of which was that the general assembly did not meet 
until neara month after congress, during which time the 
state would not have been fully represented, or iny suc- 
cessor would have had ouly the uncertain title of an exe- 
cutive appointment. : 

“The time has now arrived when, I think, that, with- 
out any just reproach, I may quit the public service, and 
bestow some attention on my private affairs, which lave 
suflered much by the occupation of the largest part of 
my life in the public councils. If the Roman veteran 
had title to discharge after thirty year’s service, I, who 
have served a.much loiger period, may justty claim 
mine. 

“T beg leave therefore, to tender to the general assem- 
bly, and donow hereby tender, my resignation of the 
office which I bold of senator, in the senate of the U. 
States, from the state of Kentucky, to take effect on the 
31st day of March, 1842; and I request that the generak 
assembly wul appoint my successor to take his seat on 
that day. I have fixed that day to allow me an oppor 
tunity of assisting inthe completion of some measures 
which have been originated by me. 

“I embrace this occasion to offer to the general assem- 
bly my most profound and grateful acknowledgment for 
the numerous and distinguished proufs, by which I have 
been honored, of its warm attachment, and generous 
confidence during a long series of years. have the 
honor to be, &c. H.CLAY.” 

Tbe Louisville Journal contains a letter from Frank- 
fort, Ky. uader date of 24th ult. which says: 

‘l'o-morrow is set apart by both houses for the election 
of United States senator. Some four or five candidates 
are spoken of; among them I have heard the names of 
Underwood, Calhoun, Ben Hardin, Crittenden, and gov. 
Metcalfe. Iltis, very certain that a strong eflort is mak- 
ing to defeat Mr. Crittenden, who is looked upon as be- 
iug the most prontinent candidate. 


Lorreries- We.Jearn from Annapolis, that the court 


yof Lucas and others, against McBlair and Cook (the | 


state lottery commissioners) and others, that the act of 
assembly 1839, chapter 31, confirmed by that of 1840, 
chapter 261, totally abolishes the state lotteru system, and 
prohibus the drawing of schemes or dealing in tickets in the 
state lotteries or in any foreign lotteries whatever. The 
effect of the constitutional! prohibition being in the opinion 
of the court to repeal, with reference to such lotteries, the 
act of 1831, chapter 79, under which alone contracts for 
state lutteries or licenses to vend foreign lottery tickets 
could before have been made. In this diciwiot, the court 
are said to have been unanimous. 

- In the case of the same appeilants vs. the state commis- 
sioners, involving the continuing existence of the town 
hall Jotteries, the court (chief justice Buchanan and judge 
Archer dissenting) decided that the grant for these lotte- 
ries was also at an end, and it is supposed upon the 
ground that it was to be considered as executed altoge- 
ther. No opinion has as yet been filed. 

The lotteries drawn under the name of consolidated 
lotteries (which are private grants) are not affected by 
these decisions, and wi!l therefore continue to be drawn 
under the authority of the state commissioners. When 
these private grants are exhausted, the drawing of lotte- 
ries, or the sale of lottery tickets in Maryland will cease 
to be lawful. Patriot of 3d. 

It is decided that all bank stock in the hands of stock- 
holders, is liable to taxation; and that the foreign or non- 
resident stockholder is liable precisely as the resident. 
The levying a tax, upon the stock, however, exempts all 
bank property. ‘This decision is applicable to all banks 
manere 1 the act of 1821, and those subsequently char- 
tered. , 

The Susquehanna rail road, it is decided, by its char- 
ter enjoys ils stock and property both exempt from taxa- 
tion. 

The property of the Baltimore, Wilmington and Phila- 
delphia rail road, within the state of Maryland, it is de- 
cided is liable to taxation, but the stock is exempt. 

The property of all literary and charitable institu- 
tions, it is decided is exempt from taxation. [ Sun. 


Marytanp Siavery. A bill modified upon the basis 
of the propositions ef the late slaveholders convention 
has passed the house of delegates. It awaits the action 
of the senate. A remonstrance signed on behalf of the 
male members of the Methodist Episcopal church of 
Baltimore, March 2, by T. F. Bond, jr. G. C. M. Ro- 
berts and R. Emory, committee, and a strong memorial 
from Centreville has been faid before the public, hostile 
to its provisions. On March 2d, a meeting of citizens of 
ail denominations and parties assembled in Baltimore, 
George Williams esq. presiding, and entered into resolu- 
tions protesting against its enactment. 

Resolutions submitted by Mr. Dennis, on the 18th 
of February, 1842, and passed by both houses: 

Resolved by the general assembly of Maryland, That in 
the opinion of the general assembly, the navy of the U. 
States is the right arm of our national defence, and that 
the utmost vigilance of our national government ought to 
' be exercised to give it the most vigorous efficiency. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this general assem- 
bly, that congress should atits present session make 
adequate provision for a more rapid increase of our na- 
val force. 

Resolved, Tinat the exposed condition of the Chesa- 
peake bay, ought to invite the earnest and immediate at- 
tention uf congress to an energetic system of measures 
for its complete defence; as imperiously required for the 
protection of the interests, not only of Maryland, but of 
the whole union, particularly as involving the safety of 
the national capitol, with its costly public buildings, its 
invaluable archives, and morethan all, the honor and 
dignity of the nation. 

Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby re- 
quested, to cause a copy of the foregoing resolutions to 
be sent to each of the senators and representatives of 
this state in the congress of the United States, to be laid 
before the two houses of congress. 


Navy. A naval general court martial assembled at 
Baltimore on March Ist, composed of the following of- 
ficers, viz: commodore J. B. Nicholson, president; cap- 
tains W. C. Bolton, D. Turner, F’. H. Gregory, J. Me- 
Keever, E. A. F. Lavallette, 8. K. Stringham, members; 
Ch. H. Winder, esq. of Baltimore, judge advocate. Re- 
signaTions William” Craney, passed midshipman; and 
Charles Wager, midshipman. APpProinTMENTS, Robert D. 
Decker, master’s mate, Robert Whitaker, boatswain. 

[Army & N. Chron. 

United States ship Yorktown, Cap. Aulick, arrived at 

Mazatlan Dec. 15, from Monterey. 


New Hampsutre. There are four candidates for go- 
vernor of this state. ‘he abolitionists have one; the 
whigs another viz: Enos Stevens; the regular Van Bu- 
renites another, viz. Henry Hubbard; and the conserva- 
tive Van Burenites another Richard H. White. 


Onto. The whig convention at Columbus on the 22nd 
Gov. Vance presiding nominated Thomas Corwin for 
governor of the state. 


PENNSYLVANIA. A proposition is before the legisla- 
ture of this state to adjourn on the 22d inst. and assem- 
ble again in extra session on the 15th of June. This is 
rendered necessary by the delay of congress in passing 
a bill fixing the ratio of representation in the house of 
representatives. The legislature will have to meet, or 
the state go unrepresented in congress. 

A legislative committee are investigating into the 
conformity of the enormous expenditures for the Girard 





of appeals of Maryland, decided yesterday, in the case 


re 


U. S. bank. Mr. Dunlap late president of this bank 

has, as was Mr Jandon, also been released from respon. 

oe = the criminal process, fer which he had been 
€ to Dall. 


, 


Resumprion. Indiana resumption said to be mere] 
nominal, takes effect on June 15th next; ‘Tennessee Jaq. 
Ist 1843; Louisiana on Sep. 30th next; Ohio (yesterday) 
4th March. In Pennsylvania the two houses having fa). 
ed in adopting any joint measures have referred the su}. 
ject for the present to a committee of conference. Ma. 
rvland has not yet fixed a day. Virginia awaits the ac- 
tion of her neighbors, 


James Ritey minister from Texas passed through 
Maysville Ky. for Washington Feb, 25th. 


Supreme court—Maryland vs. Pennsylvania. The 
case which grew out of the arrest of Mr. Nathan Bemis 
of Cecil county, Maryland, who seized in defiance of 
the local laws of Pennsylvania, a certain. runaway slave 
in that state, and who was then demanded by the go. 
vernor of Pennsylvania from the governor or Marvland 
(Veazy), was decided on March Ist. ‘'he demand of 
the governor of Pennsylvania was complied with by the 
governor of Maryland, so far as the entry of a recogni. 
zance went—and pro forma proceedings were institut. 
ed for the purpose of bringing the case before the sy. 
reme court of the United States. The name of Mr, 
rigg was introduced as one of the sureties of Bemis. 
dward Prigg, plaintiff in error, vs, The common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. $n error to the supreme court 
of the state of Pennsylvania. Mr. Justice Story deliver. 
ed the opinion of this court, declaring that the act of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, upon which the indict- 
ment in the case is founded, is repugnant to the consti- 
tution and Jaws of the United States, and void; that the 
judgment of the said supreme court ought to have been 
that Edward Prigg was not guilty, directing that judg- 
ment be entered here that said Prigg is not guilty in 
manner and form as is charged against him in the 
indictment, and that he go thereot quit without day, 
and remanding ‘his cause to said supreme court, that 
such proceedings may be had therein as to law and jus- 
tice Shall appertain. 

A member of the bar has furnished the Intelligencer 
the following more particular staternent. 

The points decided by a majority of the court were— 

Ist. ‘That the provision in the constitution of the Unit- 
ed States relative to fugitive slaves executes itself so far 
as to authorise the owner or his agent to seize the fugitive 
in any state of the union, as property; and that no state 
law is constitutional which interferes with such right. 

2d. That this provision also sontemplates legislation 
by congress, to make the deliveryof a fugitive slave more 
effectual against all state or other interference. 

3d. That congress having legislated, such legislation is 
the supreme law of the land, excluding all state legisla- 
tion upon the same subject; and with which legislation 
by congress, no state can pass any law to qualify, im- 
pede, or control the remedy given by the act of congress. 

4th. The power of legislunon by congress is exclisive; 
and no state can pass any law to carry into effect the 
constitutional provision in regard to fugitive slaves, even 
though congress had not legislated upon the subject. 

Sih. That the points thus decided are in no manner 
intended to interfere with the police power of the states 
to take up runaway slaves, and guard against their mis- 
conduct or depredations. 

This opinion was delivered by Mr. Justice Story. 

The chief justice and Mr. Justice Daniel concurred in 
the opinion that the Pennsylvania law was unconstitu- 
tional and void, and that no’state could pass any law to 
impair or impede the right of the owners of fugitive 
slaves, as conferred by the constitution and secured by 
the act of congress; but they held that the states were 
competent to legislate with a view to eflectuate the re- 
medy given by the act of congress. 

Mr. Justice McLean also concurred as to the uncon- 
stitutionality of the act of the Pennsylvania legislature. 
He was of the opinion that congress, in this particular 
case, had a right to confer the power with which state 
oflicers were clothed by the act of 1793, and held that 
the states were competent to punish infractions of that 
act by the owners of fugitive slaves; as when, for exam- 
ple. the slave was seized and carried away without pro- 
curing the certificate of the judges or justices of the peace 
which it requires. 

Mr. Justice Baldwin was of opinion that the constitu- 
tional provision required no legislation, but executed it- 
self; and that theretore the act of congress and the Penn- 
sylvania law were both unconstitutional. 

Mr. Justice Wayne concurred with the majority, and, 
recapitulating the points decided, intimated an intention 
of filing his opinion at length. 

This case was biought up tothe supreme court of the 
United States under the 25th section of the judiciary act 
of 1789, and the provision of a special actof the Penn- 
sylvania legislature, being the result of a negotiation be- 
tween Maryland and that state, conducted by J. Mere- 
dith, esqeas commissioner of Maryland. 

‘l'he case was argued by Messrs. Meredith and Nelson 
for the state of Maryland, and by Mr. Hambly and the 
attorney general of Pennsylvania for that state. 


Tue non. Martin Van Buren ex-president of the U. 
S. errived at Charleston, S. C.on Feb. 27. 


U.S, senator. Hon. Leonard Wilcox, of Oxford, N. 
H. has been appointed by Gov. Page a senator in the 
U. States senate, to occupy the seat vacated by the re- 





college, to the will of the testator. 


signation of the hon. Franklin Pierce. 
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